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Resolved, That it is inexpedient to discontinue the 
receipt of the notes of specie-paying banks of the 
States, under proper regulations and restrictions, 
by the Treasury Department in the collection 
of the public revenues; and that to do so would be 
highly injurious to the interest of such State institu- 
tions, and of the citizens generally. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a post route from Spring Hill, in Maven- 
go county, via Buston and Dayton, to Whitehall, 
in said county. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be imstructed to inquire into the expediency of 
allowing a pension to Andrew J. Kirby, of Jack- 
son county, Alabama, who was disabled on his 
march to Florida, in the service of the United 


States, in 1836. 
ILLINOIS. 

On motion of Mr. MAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
structing a light-house at New Buffalo, on Lake 
Michigan, and also at the mouth of the Little Ca- 
lumet river in Illinois. 


INDIANA. 

Mr. WHITE offered the ‘ollowing resoiution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ed to lay before this House copies of all letters, pe- 
titions, or other documents, on file in his office, rela- 
tive to the removal of William G Pomeroy, late 
postmaster at Plymouth, Marshall co. Indiana, and 
the appointment of the present incumbent. 

Mr. W. remarked that he was aware that, by the 
rules of the House, resolutions calling upon a head 
of a Department for information, must lie over one 
day; but having been instructed by a respectable 
class of his constituents of both political parties, 
directly interested, to seek through this channel the 
information called for, he hoped the House would 
consent to take the vote now. 

The CHAIR here reminded Mr. W. that, by 
ihe late rule, resolutions offered to-day are not de- 
bateable. 

Mr. WHITE thereupon moved to suspend the 
rules of the House, and that said resolution be con- 
sidered at this time; which motion was decided in 
the negative. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making suitable provision for the survey and 
improvement of White river, from its junction with 
the Wabash and the east and west forks thereof, 
(reserved national highways, by compact,) as far 
as a certain slackwater navigation shall be found 
attainable. 

Mr. GRAHAM offered the following resolution: 

Whereas, at a meeting of the president and di- 
rectors of the Jeffersonville and New Albany Canal 
Company, held at their office in Jeffersonville, on 
Saturday, the 10th day of February, 1838, the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Wittiam Granam, Re- 
presentative in Congress from the State of Indiana, 
be authorized and empowered, in the name and on 

behalf of the Jeffersonville and New Albany Canal 
Company, to tender to the Congress of the United 
States a surrender of the charter of said company 
upon condition that the General Government will 
undertake the construction of said canal; and all 
other acts and proceedings of the said Wi tim 
Graham, necessary to the accomplishment of the 

object herein proposed, are fully authorized by this 

board. GEO. GRAHAM, President. 
Jas. E. McCienzan, Secretary. 


Therefore, resolved, That the Committee on Roads 
and Canals be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
dieney of accepting the proposition of the president 
and directors of the Jeffersonville and New Albany 
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Canal Company, 
solution; 

Which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of repealing so much of the act entitled An act to 
authorize the State of Indiana to open a canal 
through the public lands, ete. approved 26th May, 
1824, as excepts certain sections of land therein 
named from sale, and to satify such sales as the 
United States, in violation of the provisions of said 
law, have made. 


as set forth in their foregoing re- 


LOUISIANA. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
and justice of granting to the State of Louisiana, in 
aid of works of internal improvements, and _parti- 
cularly the construction of levees on the western 
bank of the Mississippi river from Point Coupee to 
the northern boundary of the State, and on the 
southern bank of Red river, the same extent of 
land which has heretofore been granted by Congress 
te other Western States, and particularly to the 
States of Alabama and Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report to this House, as soon as possible, on the 
practicability of removing the obstructions to the 
navigation of the Atchafalaya river, in the State of 
Louisiana, and on the probable influence of said 
improvement on the draining of the adjacent coun- 
try, and on the floods of the Mississippi lower down; 
accompanied by an estimate of the cost. Also, 
whether the boats and machinery now employed in 
the removal of the Red river raft could be advan- 
tageously transferred to that service. 

by Mr. JOHNSON of Lonisiana : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands inquire into the expediency of providing a 
suitable building, with a fire-proof vault, in each 
surveying district, for the preservation of the re- 
cords in the offices of the surveyors general, and a 
similar building for the registers of the respective 
land offices, for the preservation of the records in 
their offices ; and, also, inte the expediency of in- 
creasing the compensation of the deputy surveyors 
of the United States, for surveying such lands as 
cannot be surveyed for the fees now allowed by 
law. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

OHIO. 

On motion of Mr. ALEXAN ‘DER, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Seneca- 
ville, via Cambridge and Mackey’s, in Guernsey 
ceunty, to Dresden, in Muskingum county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of remunerating David Ballentine of Mus- 
kingum county, Ohio, for the amount of certain for- 
feited land stock, a certificate for which was im- 
properly issued to John Deaffy. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and justice 
ot an additional allowance to lrad Kelly and Datus 
Kelly of the State of Ohio, for stone furnished on a 
contract with the United States for an arsenal at or 
near Detroit. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, by leave, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting to the representatives of John 
Green, the bounty land to which he was entitled, 
asa soldier of the Virginia line, in the Continental 
army. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following post routes, 
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namely: From Springfield, Clark county, ' 
the way of South C harleston, Grassy Point, Bloom- 
ingsburg, Washington, and Franktord, to ¢ Chilli- 
cothe, Ross county, Ohio. From Belfontaine, Logan 
county, Ohio, to St. Marys, Mercer county, Ohio, 
crossing the Great Miami at Plums, thence to St. 
Johns, thence to Wapaukeonetta, thence to St. 
Marys. From Xenia, in Green county, Ohio, to 
Dayton, in Montgomery county. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of placing the name of Elijah Cheney of the 
State of Ohio, a Revoluionary soldier; on the pen- 
sion roll. 

On motion of Mr. BOND, 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be ap- 
pointed, with instructions to inquire into the expe- 
diency of reporting a bill providing for the sale and 
disposition of such lands within that part of the 
State of Ohio known as the Virginia Military Dis- 
trict, as shall remain after satisfying the claims 
charzed thereon by the deed of cession from Virgi- 
nia; and further to inquire into the expediency of 
now providing by law for the final disposition ot 
all the public archives, books, and papers relating 
to said district, and now held by the principal sur- 
veyor thereof. 





TENNESSEE. 

Mr. BELL, on leave, introduced a bill to secure 
the freedom of elections, of which he had before 
given notice; which was read twice, and, after some 
conversation between Messts. BELL, GARLAND 
of Virginia, and MERCER, the bill was referred to 
a select committee of five. 

On motion of Mr. STONE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Per- 
ryville, Tennessee, by the way of Cab Creek 
Springs, to Lexington, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of allowing a pension to Absalom Blunde!! 
for services performed in the Revolutionary war. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting commutation pay to the heirs of Major 
Albert A. Muller, of the South Carolina line during 
the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. CARTER offered the following preamble 
and resolution, which lie over under the rule: 

Whereas purity in the administration of a tree 
Government can only be maintained by the obser- 

vance of strict economy in the public expenditures; 
and 

Whereas extravagance and prodigality in the 
management and disbursements of the public reve- 
nue are the sure indications of an unjust and cor- 
rupt Government; and whereas a free Government 
cannot exist where public officers and agents are 
multiplied beyond the demands of the public ser- 
vice, merely to gratify the increasing desire for 
public employment, and where the public adminis- 
tration relies for its support more upon the interest 
and attachment of dependants, and the amount of 
patronage under its control, than upon the impac 
tial discernment of an enlightened community; and 

Whereas public officers and empioyments have 
increased, of late, in a degree unprecedented at any 
former period of the Government; and 

Whereas the public expenditures have increased 
within the last nine years, from thirteen millions of 
dollars, that being near the average of the annual 
expenditures in time of peace up to the year 1829, 
to upwards of thirty-two millions since that time; 
and 

Whereas, these facts clearly indicate a great de- 
gree of laxity and weakness in the public adminis- 
tration, or a wilful abuse of the powers of Govern- 
ment, and a determination to rule by. the use o 
patronage. Therefore, 
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Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
to inquire into, and report to this House, the causes 
whch have led to the late extraordinary increase 
of public officers and agents, and the alarming in- 
crease of public expenditure within the last nine 
years, and that they have power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

Ou motion of Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, 

Resulved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Cox's 
Creek, Knox county, to Mount Bethel, Roane 
county, Tennessee. 

KENTUCKY. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
nstructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriauion for clearing out and improving 
the port of Louisville, Kentucky, and for erectinga 
light house near that place. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
granting a pensicn to William McGinnis, of Kea- 
tueky. 

Mr. MENIFEE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, requested to communicate to 
this House, if not incompatible with the public in- 
terest, such information as he may possess relative 
to the sexzure of the steamboat Caroline, acquired 
since the date of his late message on that subject ; 
the measures which this Government have adopted 
to obtain from the Government of Great Britain an 
explanation of said seizure; and the ground which 
the diplomatic representative of Great Britain here, 
and the provincial authorities of Upper Canada, 
have assumed in relation thereto, 

On motion of Mr. HAWEs, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee ou Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Wilson Hunt, of Jessa- 
mine county, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 

Resotved, ‘That the Committee On the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing two post roads; one from 
Columbia, Adrain county, Kentucky, to Glasgow, 

sarren county, Kentucky; the other from Somer- 
set, Pulaski county, Kentucky, to Jamestown, Rus- 
sell county, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, 

Resolved, That the Commitee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the exps- 
diency of allowing a pension to Major Geo, M. 
Bedinger, of Kentucky, for his services as an officer 
in the war of the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Committee on Private Land 
Claims inquire into the expediency of granting to 
the incorporated Kentucky Asylum for teaching 
the deaf and dumb, further time to make sale of 
the lands heretofore granted by Congress to said 
institution. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of allowing John Galloway’s heirs commutation 
pay for the Revolutionary services of their ances- 
tor, John Galloway, deceased. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following mail routes, 
to wit: From Sherburn Mills, in Fleming county, 
Kentucky, by the way of “Pitt's Store,” to Ow- 
ingsville, Kentucky; from Little Sandy Saline, in 
Greenup county, Kentucky, by the way of “Charles 
N. Lewis's,” to Blairsville, in Luzerne county, Ken- 
tucky; from West Liberty, in Morgan county, 
Kentucky, by the way of “Joseph Adkins,” to 
Little Sandy Saline, in Greenup county, Kentucky; 
and so modifying the route from Mount Sterling to 
Paris, Kentucky, as to embrace “Darbin’s Store” 
as a point in addition to those already prescribed. 
On motion of Mr, UNDERWOOD, 

Resolved, That the Com 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into th 


ittee on Post Offices 
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expediency of establishing the following post routes; 
viz: From Springfield, Tennessee, through Keys- 
burg and Trenton, to Hopkinsville, Kentucky; 
and from Graysville, Kentucky, to Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

GEORGIA. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing the names of George Greene aad 
William Neves, of Georgia, on the pension roll. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of having the name of Jno. Black replaced 
on the pension roll as a Revolutionary soldier and 
pensioner; and that all the papers relating to his 
claim, which have been filed in the pension office, 
be also referred to said committee: the said papers 
being not presented with this resolution. 

On motion of Mr. GLASCOCK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Columbus, Georgia, 
via Glennville, to Irvinton, in Barbour county, 
Alabama; also, from Cupitah, via Chambers coun- 
ty, direct to Tuskagee, in Alabama. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

On motion of Mr. CLOWNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route in South 
€arolina, from Youngsville, in Fairfield district, 
by the way of Hazlewood and Pedensville. 

On motion of Mr. LEGARE, 

Resorved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a suitable pension to Mrs. 
Brown, only surviving daughter of the gallant Ser- 
geant Jasper, of South Carolina, who fell at the 
battle of Savannah after the most distinguished 
services at the attack upon Fort Moultrie, and 
other memorable occasions. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

On motion of Mr. HAWKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to John Suit, of the 
State of North Carolina, for Revolutionary services, 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Oftice 
anp Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of revising the rates of postage on news- 
papers and other printed matter conveyed by mail. 

On motion of Mr. STANLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
cutting a canal for the purpose of connecting the 
waters of Albemarle sound with the Atlantic ocean. 

On motion of Mr. BYNUM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of restricting by law mail coaches from 
carrying more than a certain number of passengers, 
on certain penalties therein contained. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, 

Resolved. That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing the following post routes: 
from Fair Bluff, Porter, or Big Swamp offices, in 
Columbus, to either Lumberton or Leesville, in 
Robeson ; from Shalbotter, by Dred. Boyeman’s, 
to Frederick Sasser’s, in Columbus; and from 





Beatty’s office, by James Allen’s, to the house of* 


G. R. Corbett. 

On motion of Mr. SAWYER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to this House the cost of erecting and ‘esta- 
blishing the principal mint and its branches, inclu- 
ding buildings, fixtures and apparatus; the salaries 
and expenses of the different officers; the amount 
expended in the purchase of bullion; the loss arising 
from wastage, and all other expenses, and the 
average length of time it requires to coin at the 
principal mint ail the bullion with which it can be 
furnished; and turther, what amount of coin has 
been siruck at the several branch mints since their 
organization. 


On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, 












Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing 
a law of the following import, constituting the Con- 
mittee of Elections: 

That on the third day of the first session of each 
Congress, the name of that member from each 
State who has received the greatest majority of 
votes for Congress among his own delegation, shall 
be deposited in box number one. 

That the names of al! the other members of Con- 
gress then in attendance shall be severally put in 
box number two. 

That a boy under ten years old shall forthwith 
proceed to draw ont of box number two the names 
of ten members, which names, so drawn, shall be 
placed in box number one. 

That box number one, then containing thirty-six 
ballots or names, shall be revolved or turned three 
times round, to mix the ballots: and immediately a 
boy under ten years old shall, after each successive 
revolution of the box, draw out one ballot until the 
names of twelve members of Congress be so drawn, 
which twelve persons shall constitute the Commit- 
tee of Elections. 

That said committee shall thereupon be sworn 
by the Speaker to hear, investigate, and report tru- 
ly, all such contested elections as may be commit- 
ted to their charge, according to the Constitution of 
the United States and the laws of the State in which 
the contest may or shall originate. 

That said committee shall immediately retire to 
their committee room, and elect their own chair- 
man. 

That, in case of a vacancy in said committee by 
death, resignation, or otherwise, such vacancy shail 
be filled by drawing one or more names from box 
No. 1, until the committee be again filled. 

VIRGINIA. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to lay before this House, as early as 
practicable, copies of all letters written by him to 
collectors and receivers between the Ist January, 
1834, and the present time, having relation to de- 
faleations, omissions to comply with the laws and 
regulations established for their government, and 
other irregularities. Also, copies of all reports 
made by persons appointed to examine and report 
on the state of the land offices within the sane 
period. 

Mr. MORGAN submitted the following joint 
resolution, which was twice read : 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
lives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, (two-thirds of both Houses concurring,) 
That the foilowing amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States be proposed tothe Legislatures 
of the several States, which, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, shall 
be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the 
Constitution : 

Congress shall have power to provide by law 
that no person shall be capable of holding or being 
elected to any post of profit, trust, or emolument, 
civil or military, legislative, executive, or ju- 
dicial, under the Government of these United 
States, who shall hereafter fight a duel, or 
send or accept a challenge to fight a duel, the 
probable issue of which may be the death of 
the challenger or challenged, or who shall be 
a second to either party, or shall in any man- 
ner aid or assist in such duel, or shall be 
knowingly the bearer of such challenge or accept- 
ance; but no person shall be so disqualified by 
reason of his having, prior to the passage of such 
law, fought such duel, or sent or accepted such 
challenge, or been seconds in such duel, or bearer 
of such challenge or acceptance. 

On motion of Mr. STUART, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the claim of 
the widow and heirs atlaw of Tarleton Woody, 
(a private in the late war,) to military bounty land, 
and report the facts to this House, at as early a day 
as practicable, with a bill for their relief, if the com- 
mittee shall believe them entitled to any 

On motion of Mr. PATTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be directed to inquire into the expediency 
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of placing the name of George Morris, of Virginia, 
a Revolutionary soldier, on the pension list. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed t6 inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to David W. Sleeth, of 
the State of Virginia, who was a soldier of the war 
of the Revolution. 

Mr. MALLORY submitted the following reso- 
Jution: 

Resolved, That a select committee of —— be ap- 

ointed to investigate the cause of delay in the sail- 
ing of the Exploring Expedition, and to ascertain 
why the resolutions of this House have failed to 
extract a satisfactory explanation from the Navy 
Department. 

Mr. RENCHER moved to amend this resolu- 
tion by adding thereto the following: 

“And thatthe said committee inquire into the 
expediency of abandoning the said expedition.” 

Debate arisiug, the resoluuon and amendment 
were laid over. 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts ascer- 
tain as nearly as they can, and report to this House, 
the annual expense incurred in supplying members 
of Congress with the various afticles covered by 
the general denomination of stationery, and that 
they report their opinion upon the expediency of 
allowing a fixed sum of money to each member, at 
2ach session of Congress, in lieu of the ad libitum 
supply of stationery now allowed. 

On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of granting a pension to Wm. Neel, a solider of 
the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 

allowing commutation, in lieu of five years’ full 
pay, to the legal representatives of Captain Robert 
Sayers, of the Continental line. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States 
be requested to lay before this House any recent 
information which may be received from the seat 
of war in Florida, which he may deem it expedient 
to communicate, touching the present state of the 
campaign in that quarter, and especially such inti- 
mation, if any, as he may have received of the dis- 
position of the hostile Indians to treat for peace, and 
the terms on which they propose to negotiate. 

On motion of Mr. ROBERTSON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury re- 
port to this House a statement of the disbursements 
and appropriations for fortifications, light-houses, 
Revolationary and other pensions, and internal im- 
provements, including piers, breakwaters, preser- 
vation of ports and harbors, removing obstructions 
in rivers and creeks, etc. and the support of light- 
houses, including all incidental expenses; and 
showing, as far as practicable, the amount dis- 
bursed in each State in each year since the period 
embraced in his report on the same subjects, of the 
17th of January, 1835. 

MARYLAND. 

On motion of Mr. JENIFER, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House what 
steps have been taken under the resolution of the 
28th February, 1887, in relation to the high duties 
aud restrictions on tobacco, imported into foreign 
countries from the United States; the number and 
names of agents appointed under said resolation, 
and the Government to which they are accredited; 
together with such information as he may have re- 
ceived from our ministers and other agents abroad 
in relation to the same. Also, whether any speci- 
fic instractions have been, or are intended to be, 
given to the minister lately appointed to Austria to 
negotiate in behalf of the tobacco trade between the 
United States and the Austrian dominions. 

On motion of Mr. PEARCE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Elk- 
ton, in Cecil county, Md. to Easton, in Talbot 
county, by the way of Warwick, Head of Sassa- 
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fras, Georgetown Cross Roads, and Chestertown, 
or by any other route deemed preferable. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Marm’s post office, to Old Town, in Maryland. 

Mr. THOMAS moved the following as an 
amendment to the 20th rule, which lies over one 
day : 

“And on the first Friday of each month, the 
calendar of private bills shall be called over, and 
the bills to the passage of which no objection shall 
then be made shall be first considered and disposed 
of; private bills from the Senate having a prefer- 
ence over private bills of the House.” 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

On motion of Mr. PLUMER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to communicate to this House a copy of the re- 
port made by Maj. T. S. Brown, of a survey of the 
harbor of Twenty-mile Creek, on Lake Erie ; also, 
a report of the survey of the harbor of New Buf- 
falo, on Lake Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. WAGENER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Mauch 
Chunk to Nesquehoning, in the State of Penn- 
sylvania. 

On motion of Mr. HUBLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill, extending to all persons who 
shall construct railways or inclined planes, the 
same rights, privileges, and benefits, provided for 
in favor of States and incorporated companies by 
the act of 14th July, 1832, entitled, An act to relieve 
from duty iron prepared for, and actually laid on, 
railways or inclined planes. 

Mr. DAVIES subinitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, in Congress asse m- 
bled, will adjourn and close the present session on 
Monday the fourteeth day of May next. 

Mr. MERCER raised the question of considera- 
tion, which was rejected, so the resolution was re- 
jected. 

On motion of Mr. FRY, 

Resolved, That the Commitiee cn Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of granting a pension for Revolutionary services 
to Job Holsey of New York. 

On motion of Mr. DARLINGTON, 

Resolved That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to Margaret Marshall, the widow of a Re- 
volutionary officer. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions inquire into the expediency of granting an 
increase of pension to Job Barton, an invalid pen- 
sioner of the late war with England. 

On motion of Mr. McKENNAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


expediency of establishing a post route from Flo- | 


rence, Washington county, Pennsylvania, by Com- 
mettsburg and Fairview, to Wellsville, in Colum- 
biana county, Ohio. 
NEW JERSEY. 
On motion of Mr AYCRIGG, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of alter- 
ingthe method at present in use of estimating the 
tonnage of vessels. 

On motion of Mr. YORKE, 





Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be | 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of ordering | 


a survey of the bar and obstructions at the mouth of 

Saline Creek, on the river Delaware, with a view 

to the improvement of the navigatien thereof, and 

making an adequate appropriation for that purpose. 
NEW YORK. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing 
a survey to be made of the navigable waters of the 
Northern and Western Lakes, together with the 
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navigable rivers flowing into, connecting, and flow- 
ing out of the same, and of making a chart of the 
same, for the benefit of the commerce of those 
lakes; and whether any and what further improve- 
ment of the harbors on said lakes and rivers, is 
necessary to render the increased commerce on 
those lakes, safe, commodious, and casy at al! 
practicable and necessary points; and to report such 
bill as may be necessary to accomplish these ob- 
jects. 

On motion of Mr. PECK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of provi- 
ding by law for the introduction of foreign seeds 
and planis through our consuls, public ships and 
merchant vessels, and of establishing an office at 
the seat of Government, to be under the direction 
and management of the Commissioner of the Pa- 
tent Office, for the reception and distribution of such 
seeds and plants as would tend to the advance- 
ment of the agricultural interests of the country. 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post flice 
and Post Roads be instrucied to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Har- 
persfield centre, Delaware county, N. Y. by North 
Harpersfield to South Worcester, Otsego county, 
Na Bs 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Hellen Miller, 
widow of Philip P. Clum, deceased, a soldier of 
the Revolution. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be in- 
structed to report to this House the amount of 
postages received on paid and unpaid letters sent by 
the express mail to the city of New York, from 
Philadelphia, Mobile, and New Orleans, and the 
amount of postage received at New York on letters 
sent to the other offices named by the express mui! 
between the 15th November, 1836, and the 30th 
September, 1837. Also, the amount of postage re- 
ceived at the post office in the city of New York on 
letters, both paid and unpaid, sent during the same 
period by the regular or usual mail to, and re- 
ceived fiom, the offices above mentioned. Also, 
the amount of postage received at the post office 
in New Orleans on paid and unpaid letters, sent by 
the express mail from Mobile, Philadelphia, and 
New York, and the amount of postage received at 
that office on letters sent to the said other offices by 
the express mail during the above mentioned pe- 
riod. Also, the amount of postage received at the 
post office in the city of New Orleans on paid and 
unpaid letters, during the period above stated, sent 
by the regular or usual mail from that office to 
Mobile, Philadelphia, and New York, and on let- 
ters received at the New Orleans post office from 
the said other post offices. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be in- 
structed to report to this House a list exhibiting al! 
the contracts for earrying the regular mail on the 
several routes on which the Express mail is car- 
ried, the name of each contractor or contractors for 
each route, the length of the route by measurement 
or estimate, the sum paid for the mail transporta- 
tion on each route, and the speed with which each 
mail is carried under each of the contracts; and 
wheiher any vehicles or carriages for the convey- 
ance of passengers are used or employed on any 
of these mail routes that travel faster than the one 
in which the regular mail is carried. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be directed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a new post route from Au- 
rora, via Colden, to Springville, in the county oi 
Erie and State of New York. 

‘ On motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Navai Affairs 
be instructed to inquite into the expediency of cre- 
ating the rank of Admiral in the navy of the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
so extending the provisiens of the act of the 3d o! 
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March, 1837, as to include in its provisions all 
persons who have been, or may hereafter be, 
wounded in the army of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. DE GRAFF, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of so amending the laws now in operation 
granting pensions to widows or their children, as 
tw extend the benefits of the same, wader the usual 
restrictions; to the widows vor children of all those 
who died in consequence of wounds or injuries re- 
ceived while in the service of the United States 
previous to 1818. 

On motiou of Mr. GALLUP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Elizabeth Truax, of 
Albany county, New York, for services rendered by 
her late husband, Abraham Truax, as an ensiga in 
the Revolutionary war. 

On motion of Mr, LOOMIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the power of the United 
States Government to compel the application of the 
assets and effects of the late Bank of the United 
States to the payment of its outstanding debts and 
liabilities; and if satisfied that such power exists, 
that they report to the House the proper measures 
to be taken for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of autho- 
rizing the purchase of a sufficient number of copies 
for the use of the library of Congress, and the libra- 
ries of the two Houses, of a work containing the 
annual reports of the Treasury on the Finaaces, 
from 1789 to 1837, which work has been already 
published. 

On motion of Mr. GRAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inguire into the expediency of granting 
compensation to Wm. Tryon, of Sackett’s Harbor, 
New York, for property destroyed by the United 
States troops in 1814, in consequence of the neces- 
sary occupation of his premises by such troops, by 
order of the comanding officer of that station. 

On motion of Mr. CHILDS, 

Resol ed, ‘That the President be requested to com- 
municate to this House (if the same can be donc 
without prejudice to the public service) all the do- 
cuments and information in his possession relative 
to the prosecution of the claim to the Smithsonian 
bequest; also, what duty has been performed, and 
remains to be performed, by the agent employed at 
London, in reierence to said claim, and how the 
money heretofore appropriated by Congress has 
been apple. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the exp diency of 
amending the law now in force for yrinting and 
distributing the acts of Congress, so iis to give to 
them a more uniform and general circulation. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
continuing the construction of the Military road 
from Plattsburg, in the county of Clinton, to 
Whitehall, in the county of Wasnington, and State 
of New York, with a view to the greater facility of 
transporting Military stores and munitions of war 
from the interior of the State of New York to the 
frontier settlements at the North. 

CONNECTICUT. 

On motien of Mr. HALEY, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instracted to inquire into the expe- 
diency of placing David Mallory, of Connecticut, 
a soldier of the Revolution, on the Pension roll, 
and of granting a pension for services rendered. 

On motion of Mr. INGHAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the survey of the harbor of 
New Haven, in the State of Connecticut. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

On motien of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Militia be 
tructéd to report, as soon as may be, a bill for 
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the reorganization, arming, disciplining, and go- 
verning, the militia, upon such principles, and 
with snch provisions, as are adapted to the present 
state of the population, and will better conform the 
required service to,the probable occasions of the 
country, and which will relieve the people from un- 
necessary burdens; render more equal the daties to 
be performed, and give greater efficiency to the or- 
ganized force of the nation, in preserving the public 
peace, maintaining the supremacy of the laws, and 
repelling hostile invasions. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, consider the expediency of esta- 
blishing a mail route from Westfield, in Massachu- 
setts, through Montgomery, by Norwich Bridge 
and Chester North Village, to Worthington in said 
State. 

On motion of Mr. BORDEN, 

Resolved That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a post route from Adams- 
ville, in the State of Rhode Island, by the way of 
Hick’s Bridge to Dartmouth, in the State of Mas- 


| sachusetts, 


On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Reso'ved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of giving a pension to Mrs. Mary Center, of Pitts- 
field, Massachusetts, the widowed mother of Lieut. 
Jno. P. Center, who recently fell in a battle with 
the Indians in the Florida war. 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for surveying the harbor of South 
Harwich, with a view to improve the same. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Treasury, 
of War, and of the Navy, be directed to report to 
this House the names of all the persons appointed 
as agents for the payment of pensions from the first 
attempt to transfer the payment of pensions 
from the late Bank of the United States to other 
agents for said payments to the present time; speci- 
fying the authority by which such appointments 
have been made; the forms of the commissions 
issued to such.agents; the sums of public moneys 
advanced or otherwise paid to such agents for said 


payments; and the dates of all such advances 
and payments; and the balances remaining 
credited to each of them at the end of each 


quarter; the compensation, if any, allowed to 
said agents for such services; the banks with which 
they have been respectively connected; the offices, 
whether under authority of the United States, or 
of the separate States, held by such agents; at the 
same time, when charged with the pension agency, 
and the compensation which they have received 
therefor 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of placing on the pension roll of the United 
States the name of Elizabeth Durant, of Hinsdale, 
Mass. widow of Thomas Durant, of Middlefield, 
Mass. a Revolutionary soldier, deceased. 

Mr. ADAMS of Massachusetts, presented the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the letter and petition of John V. 
Brown and twelve vthers, from Rocky Mount, 
Franklin county, Virginia, praying, for reasons 
therein assigned, for the arraignment at the barof the 


| House, and expulsion of Jonn Quincy Apams, 


a member of this House, be printed, with the 
names of the signers thereto, and referred to acom- 
mittee of nine members to consider and report 
thereon, with liberty to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. A. was about to address the Chair in sup- 
port of the resolution, when the Speaker reminded 
him that, under the order of the House, if any re- 
solution was likely to cause debate, it must be laid 
over. 

Mr ADAMS said, that as the resolution re- 
ferred to a question of privilege, he presuaied that 
part of the rule did not apply to this resolution. 

The CHAIR, having considered the resolution, 
decided that, as a question of privilege, its conside- 
raion would be in order. 





> —————=_—_—_—_—_—_—_———_, 

Mr. RENCHER, of North Carolina, moved th 
preliminary question of consideration, viz: whethe 
the House would consider the resolution? 

The CHAIR said that the question of reconside. 
ration would take precedence of all others. 

Mr. ADAMS said that the resolution concerned 
his own privilege as a member of the House, and 
of the House also. 

Mr. RENCHER said he would withdraw his 
motion for the question of consideration. 

Mr. ADAMS then called for the reading of the 
letter and memorial to which the resolutions re- 
ferred. And they were read as follows: 

Rocky Mount, Frank.in county 
Virainia, Feb. 26, 1838. 

Mr. Avams: As the representative of the inte- 
rests and wishes of the people of the whole United 
States, and defending in theory so ably, and in 
practice so fully, the hallowed right of petition from 
your countrymen, we whose names are hereunto 
subscribed, respectfully ask you to present the fol- 
lowing humble and needful petition to the Congress 
of the United States for immediate action: 

To the Congress of the United States of America: 

Whereas, for along time we have seen with 
deep regret the course pursued by our distinguished 
fellow-citizen, the Hon. John Quincy Adams of 
Massachusetts, upon the deeply interesting question 
of the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and acknowledging as we do the rights of 
petition, and the duty of Congress to attend to all 
petitions coming from the freemen of the United 
States, and as it is clearly and fully conceded by 
all that you have the constitutional power to keep 
order in your body, and to preserve harmony in 
the country, by all proper means, we repect- 
fully and humbly pray that, as the aforesaid 
Joun Quincy Apams has pursued and is pursu- 
ing a course upon the aforesaid subject, in our 
opinions morally and politically wrong, and cal- 
culated, certainly, to stir up the deadliest strife be- 
tween the North and South, and finally to invade 
our beloved country in the horrors of a civil war, 
and to lead to a dissolution of the Union, you do 
arraign him at the bar of the House, and formally 
and forever expel him from your most honorable 
body, if sufficient evidence appear to justify your 
adopting such a measure. Your petitioners deem 
it unnecessary to lay before Congress any labored 
argument in favor of this important measure, and 
will content themselves simply by stating that no 
feelings, but motives of patriotism, and a deep de- 
sire to silence the discussion of this most absorbing 
and dangerous question, here induce them to ap- 
peal to you, in their popular right, to exercise this 
constitutional power, clearly vested in you by the 
very instrument itself. 

They humbly and most earnestly pray that this 
their petition will be attended to by your very ho- 
norable body ; and, with great reverence and re- 
spect, sign themselves your most obedient servants. 


Mr. STUART of Virginia, said that the memo- 
rial appeared to have come from his own district, 
but he had never heard any thing of it; he wished 
to hear the names of the signers. 

[They were read by the Clerk.] 

Mr. Stuart then said that he was satisfied the 
names were all fictitious, and moved that the reso- 
lution be laid on the table; which was agreed to, 
and the resolution was laid on the table accordingly. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the daily pay of jurymen who shall be 
summoned to attend the Judicial Courts of the Uni- 
ted States. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a mail route from Madi- 
son, in the Territory of Wisconsin, to Dixon’s Fer- 
ry, in the State of Illinois, running on the east side 
of Rock river. 





MAINE. 
On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
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increasing the pension of Joseph Rose, of Livings- 
to, in the State of Maine. 

On motion of Mr. DAVEE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of authorizing a survey of Penobscot river, 
in the State of Maine, between Oldtown and its 
upper waters, with a view to ascertain its practi. 
cability of improvement for steamboat navigation. 

Oa motion of Mr. EVANS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing payment to the heirs of Captain 
Frederick M. Bell, a captain in the army of the 
Revolution, of seven years’ half pay, agreeably to 
the resolutions of Congress of May 15, 1778, and 
August 24, 1780, with such interest thereon as 
would have accrued had a certificate for the 
amount been issued and subscribed upon the prin- 
ciples of the funding act. 

On motion of Mr. NOYES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to inquire if any alteration is required 


in the law regulating the pay of officers in the - 


army, to render it more conformable to that of offi- 
cers in the navy of assimilated rank. 

On motion of Mr. ANDERSON, 

Resolved, That the Conimittee on the Post Offiée 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from the 
town of Unity, in the State of Maine, to the town 
of Thorndixe, in said State. 

After the resolutions, petitions and memorials 
were then called for, in the reverse order, from the 
States and Territories, and a number was present- 
ed, as follows: 

FROM FLORIDA. 

By Mr. DOWNING. 

MICHIGAN. 

By Mr. CRARY. 

(Mr. Crary presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of Michigan, for the im- 
mediate abolition of imprisonment for debt in all 
civil cases coming within the jurisdiction of the 
courts of the United States. A like joint resolution 
for such alteration of the post office law as will pro- 
vide that no postage be charged on newspapers in 
the State where they are published. A like joint 
resolution for the completion of the public roads 
begun by the United States in the State of Miciii- 
gan. A like joint resolution for an appropri- 
ation for the erection of a Court House within the 
district of Michigan. 

A petition fora mail route from Jonesville to 
Iowa. For a mail route from Battle Creek to Kent. 
For an appropriation for the completion of the 
bridge over the St. Joseph river on the Chicago 
road. Also, resolutions of a public meeting held 
in the county of St. Joseph, on the subject of pre- 
emption rights to the public lands. Also, petitions 
from sundry inhabitants of St. Joseph and Kala- 
mazoo counties, praying for the passage of a pre- 
emption law.] 


Mr. YELL. 


ARKANSAS. 


MISSOURI. 

Mr. MILLER. 

{[Mr. Miuver presented the following petitions: 
the petition of Wm. H. Henton and others, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail route from Boone- 
ville, in Cooper county, Missouri, by the way of 
Georgetown, Rives Court House, Oseola, Sarcoxie, 
in Perry county, in said State; thence by the way 
of the Seneca Mills to Fort Gibson, on Arkansas 
river: alsv, the petition of Wm. Hugdins and others, 
praying the establishment of a mail route from the 
post office of Madison creek by Utica, Livingston 
county, Missouri, by Goliton, in the county of Da- 
vis, to the city of Far West, in the county of Cald- 
well, in said State: also, the petition of the heirs of 
Wm. Young, deceased, praying Congress to grant 
them compensation for services rendered by the 
said Wm. Young, during his life time: also, the pe- 
tition of Michael Gloss, praying Congress to refund 
him a certain sum of money on account of a tract 
of land entered, as he believes, through mistake. 

ALABAMA. 
Messrs. LAWLER, LEWIS and CHAPMAN. 
(Mr, Lawzer presented a memorial and certain 


joint resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama, in 
favor of the annexation of ‘Texas, and moved that 
they be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. Apams moved to refer them to a select com- 
miite. 

The first motion taking precedence, Mr. A. called 
for the yeas and nays thereon; which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 109, nays 40. 

So the memorial and resolutions were laid on the 
table. } 

ILLINOIS. 

Messrs SNYDER, MAY, and CASEY. 

[Mr. May presented a number of petitions for 
the establishment of mail routes. Also, a petition 
from a convention of citizens of Lasalle county, 
Illinois, praying for a grant of lands for the pur- 
pose of improving the navigation of Fox river. 
Also, a petition from a number of citizens of Jo 
Daviess county, praying for a donation of four sec- 
tions of land, for the purpose of endowing a manual 
labor college. Also, a petition praying for the pas- 
sage of a pre-emption law. } 

(Mr. Snyper presented the memorial of three 
hundred and fifty-nine voters, citizens of St. Clair 
county, in the State of Illinois, ‘* praying that Con- 
gress may adopt some measure by which all con- 
nection between banks and the General Govern- 
ment may be totally dissolved.” Mr. Snyper said 
he was well acquainted with nearly every person 
whose name appears to this memorial; they were 
highly respectable and influential men. He reeog- 
nised the names of the judges of the county court 
and their clerk, the sheriff of that county, two law- 
yers, eight or ten justices of the peace, one member 
and one ex-member of the Legislature, with many 
other of the most influential men in that county. 
Neither could he (Mr. 8S.) omit to mention the 
name of John Reynolds, his distinguished prede- 
cessor, doubtless favorably known to many hono- 
rable members of this House, who had also placed 
his name to this hard-money memorial. Mr. iSxy- 
DER said he was thus particular in stating the num- 
ber and character of the memorialists and their 
object, because he had noticed a statement in the 
Vandalia Register, printed in Illinois, stating ‘* that 
a paper had been transmitted to him, (Mr. Snyper) 
one of the representatives in Congress, froin St. 
Clair county, signed by 800 voters, being a inajo- 
rity of the legal voters of that county, desiring hun 
(Mr. 8.) to vote for the divorce bill.” This article, 
Mr. Snyper said, was going the rounds of the 
western papers, and he thought it his duty to cor- 
rect the misrepresentation; the more so because that 
print hads on other occasions, been guilty of similar 
conduct towards him. Mr. Snyper moved that the 
memorial be referred to the Commitiee of Ways 
and Means, and that it be printed. 

Mr. Snyper presented the papers of Wiiliam 5B. 
Livesey, of Washington county, in the State of I1- 
linois, asking that he may be permitted to re-locate 
eighty acres of land entered by mistake. Also, the 
petition of Peter Samuel Jaccord, of Johnson 
county, in the State of Illinois, on the same subject; 
both of which he moved to refer to the Committee 
on Public Lands. Also, the petition of George 
Kinder, Jubilee Posey, and Joel Whitesides, of 
Madison county, State of Illinois, praying Congress 
to authorize the receiver of puo.ic moneys at Ed- 
wardsville, Illinois, to pay them the amovnt of 
money and interest which they paid over and abcut 
the amount of land purchased by them, owing to a 
mistake in the land office books of the real numbet 
of acres contained in the respective tracts: referred 
to the Commitiee on Pablic Lands.} 

[Mr. Casey presented the petition of sandry citi- 
zens of Iroquois county, Illinois, in relation to a 
mail route: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Otfice and Post Roads. Also, the papers in the 
case of Eldridge Coles, for a horse lost while in 
the ranger’s service: referred to the Committee ci 
Claims. Also, the papers in relation to the claim 
of Davis and Forman, for services rendered the 
Government: referred to the Committee of Claims.] 

INDIANA. 

Messrs. BOON, RARIDEN, GRAHAM, HE- 
ROD, EWING, and WHITE. 

[Mr. GranaM presented the petition of Thomas 
Maxwell of Washington county, Indiana, praying 
a pension for revolutionary services; referred to the 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims. Also, the 
claim of Hannibal Durham of Indiana, for a horse 
lost in the military service of the United Sistes, 
and the claim of Daniel S. Beem of Indiana, fora 
horse lost in the same service: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. Also, resolutions of the Genera! 
Assembly of Indiana, instructing their Senators and 
requesting their Representatives to use their best 
efforts to procure the passage of a law providing 
that the notes of specie-paying banks be received in 
payment of public lands: ordered to be Jaid on the 
table and printed. 


LOUISIANA. 
Messrs. GARLAND and JOHNSON, 


OHIO. 

Messrs. HARPER, HUNTER, KILGORE, 
ALEXANDER, MASON, RIDGWAY, DUN- 
CAN, LEADBETTER, SHEPLOR, and GOODE, 

[Mr. Harper presented the petition of Thomas 
Sinclair and 14 other legal voters of the county of 
Muskingum, Ohio, praying this House to rescind 
the resolution of the 2!st of December last: also, the 
petition of Wm. H. Beecher and 36 other citizens 
of the same county, for the same purpose: also, the 
petition of 26 males and 30 females of the covaty 
of Muskingum, Ohio, for the same purpose: also, 
the petition of the same, for the abolition 
slavery in the District of Columbia: also, the pet- 
tion of Paul Hahn, of the county of Muskingum, 
Ohio, praying a pension. referred to the Comm tce 
on Revolutionary Claims. | 

[Mr. Hunrer presented a petition from O. Fo!- 
let and other citizens of Huron county, Ohio, re 
questing Congress to reject every proposition and 
measure for the annexation of Texas: referred to 
the Committee of Foreign Affairs. Also, from G. 
W. West and others, for the establishment of a 
post route from Norwalk, Huron county, to Ply- 
mouth, Richland county, Ohio: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, from Thomas Treat and others, for a mai! 
rout? from Melmore, in the county of Seneca, to 
New Elaven, in the county of ITuron, Ohio: same 
reference. Also, from L. Snyder and others, for a 
mail route from Tiilin to Fort Findley, in the 
county of Hancock, Ohio: same reference. Also, 
from J. Meredith and others, to abolish postages on 
newspapers: same reference. Also moved to te- 
fer a petition presented at the Second Session o! 
the Twenty-fourth Congress, toestablisha post route 
from Tiffin to Resden, to the same committee 
Also presenteda resolution of the General Assembly) 
of Ohio on the subject of the “Maumee and West- 
ern Reserve road,” and move its reference to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. Also, a resolu- 
tion from the same, expressing the opinion of that 
body in relation to measures affecting their pros 
perity, and disclaiming the power to give binding 
instructions, etc.—(withdrawn, on the ground that 
it had been previously presented.) Also, additional! 
papers in the case of David Carswell: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. } 

{[Mr. Kitcore presented the following petitions, 
to wit: The petition of 39 legal voters of Harrison 
county, Ohio, for the repeal of the resolution of the 
Hfouse of Represeniatives of the 2ist December 
last, touching abolition petitions, ete. The petition 
of 93 citizens and legal voters of the same county 
and State, against the admission of any new Siar 
into the Union, whose constitution tolerates domes- 
lic slavery. The petition of 40 citizens of the 
county of Jefferson, Ohio, for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia. The petition 
of 78 citizens of the nineteenth Congressional dis- 
trict, for the abolition of slavery in the District o 
Columbia. The petition of 44 citizens of Jetierson 
county, Ohio, against the admission of Texas into 
the Union. And also, the memorial of a number 
of the mechanics of the city of Philadelphia, asxing 
an immediate appropriation for the erection oO! a 
dry dock in the navy yard at that city. 

TENNESSEE. 

Messrs. STONE, McCLELLAN, 

and CARTER. 


(Mr. Srone presented the petition of i09 citizens 
of Meigs and Hamilton counties, praying for the 
establishment of a stage route from Kingston, 
Roan county, Tennessee, via Decatur, to Rosses 
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Landiny, Hamilton county, Tennessee, thence to 
Jacksonville, Mississ#ppi: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the 
p-tiion of 64 citizens of Meigs county, Tennessee, 
praying for the establishment of a stage route from 
Kingston, Roan county, Tennessee, by Decatur, to 
Rosses Landing, thence to Tuscaloosa, Alabama: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. Also, the petition of 32 cilizens of 
Meigs and Hamilton counties, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a stage route from Kingston, Roan 
county, Tennessee, by Decatur, to Rosses Landing, 
on the Tennessee river, thence to ‘Tuscaloosa, Ala- 
bama: referred to the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads. Also, the petition of Wm. 
Brown, assignee of John Dwiggins, claiming com- 
pensation for lands purchased from the Tennessee 
Land Company: referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. ] 


KENTUCKY. 

Messrs. HARLAN, UNDERWOOD, and WIL- 
LIAMS. 

{Mr. Haran presented the following petitions : 
J}. of the trustees of the Centre College of Ken- 
tucky, praying for a donation in land: referred to 
ihe Committee on the Public Lands. 2. Of An- 
drew Tadlock, for compensation for property lost 
in the late war: referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 3. Of Mary O’Bannon, for compensation 
for the services of her husband in the Revolution- 
ary war: referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, 4. The papers in the case of 
Lewis Webb, claiming compensation for Revolu- 
tionary services : referred to the Committee on Re- 
volationary Claims. } 

GEORGIA. 

Messrs. DAWSON, CLEAVELAND, and 
GRANTLAND. 

{Mr. Cueavecanp presented the petition of san- 
dry citizens ef Elbert county, praying the establish- 
ment of a mail 1oute from Elberton to Carnesville, 
and also a route from Rock Mills, in South Caro- 
lina, to Danielsville, Georgia. Also, the petition 
of Giles 8. Boggess, of Georgia, praying reimburse- 
ment for losses sustained by carrying the Express 
Mail from Milledgeville, Georgia, to Montgomery, 
Alabama. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. LEGARE and GRIFFIN. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Messrs. HLAWKINS, MONTGOMERY, REN- 

CHER, and McKAY. 


VIRGINIA. 
Messrs. JONES, ROBERTSON ,CRAIG, MOR- 
GAN, BEIRNE, JOHNSON, STEWART, 
COLES, MALLORY, TALIAFERRO, GAR- 


LAND, and MERCER. 

At this stage, on motion of Mr. HOWARD, the 
amendments of the Senate to the House bill in re- 
lation to the Northern frontier, were committed to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 5, 1838. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of Jonathan 
Thompson, late collector of the custems at New 
York, praying the restoration of his official bonds, 
for reasons set forth in the petition: referred to the 
Commitiee on Finance. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Indiana, praying that the Jands 
through which the Wabash and Erie Canal passes 
may be exposed to sale: referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY presented the petition of E. C. Wat- 
son of New York, calling the attention of Congress, 
in respectful and feeling language, as Mr. C. said, 
to the distressed condition of the country, and pro- 
posing the establishment of a great national corpo- 
ration, to be called the United States Internal Im. 
provement and Manufacturing Loan Office, with a 
capital of one hundred millions of dollars, to issue 
bank notes of from five dollars to one thousand 
dollars, and to have the custody of the public mo- 
ney: referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
printed. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
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Captain Britton Evans, of the Philadelphia volun- 
teers, now in Florida, praying reimbursement for 
his property, which was lost in consequence of the 
wreck of the vessel in which he took passage: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims 

Mr. LYON presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Jackson, Lenawee and Calhoun counties, 
in the State of Michigan, praying Congress to esta- 
blish a mail route on anew State road, laid out 
fifty-nine miles in length, from Tecumseh, in 
Lenawee county, to Marshall, in Calhoun county, 
through the villages of Brooklyn, Jefferson, Spring 
Arbor, Acker’s Mills, Concord, Albion, and Berne, 
in that State: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Wells, and a large number of citizens of Buf- 
falo and its vicinity, praying for the passage of a 
law to pay Mr. Wells for the steamboat Caroline, 
which was destroyed by the British: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WRIGHT also presented the petition of 
Senjamin Gover, praying for a pension, as a so!- 
dier of the Revolution: referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam E. Dayton, and other citizens of New York, 
remonstrating against the Independent Treasury 
bill, and praying for the establishment of a national 
bank: referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr CLAY of Kentucky presented a petition 
from the citizens of Hampshire county, in Virgi- 
ma, Which he read. This petition states that the 
course pursued by the Post Office Department in 
exacting specie, is seeking to coerce the people to 
do what is physically impossible; and that, unless a 
change is effected in the Post Office regulations, 
they will speedily be deprived of all benefit from 
the United States mail, shut out from correspon- 
dence with their friends and the information the 
newspapers afford. It states, also, that Stockton 
and Stokes, while they are exacting specie on their 

contracts from the country postmasters, are deluging 
the county with shin-plasters, redeemable only in 
current bank notes or stage fare. 

Mr. C. moved to refer it to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GRUNDY said, as it related to specie, he 
thought it would be better to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Finances 

Mr. CLAY said he did not care to what com- 
mittee it went. Of one thing he was satislied, the 
result would be the same let it go where it might in 
that body. He thought, however, the use of the 
term shin-plasters might have secured it a favora- 
ble reception from certain quarters. He expressed 
himself satisfied with any reference which they 
inight please to give it. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the proceedings of the 
Board of Public Works of the State of Illinois, on 
the subject of the progress of internal improvements 
in that State: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROBBINS presented the memorial of sundry 
citizens of Rhode Island, remonstrating against the 
passage of the Independent Treasury bill: referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the act of the Legisla- 
ture of the Territory of Wisconsin to incorporate 
the State Bank of Wisconsin and Prairie du Chien, 
made an unfavorable report thereon, accompanied 
by a joint resolution disapproving and disaflirming 
the same. 

NEUTRAL RELATIONS. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to which had been referred the 
bill from the House of Representatives “ to amend 
an act entitled ‘an act in addition to thé act for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
Siates,’ and to repeal the acts therein mentioned,” 
approved twentieth of April, eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, reported the same with amendments, 
which were read. 

Mr. Bucwanan said that it was certainly a mat- 
ter of some importance that this bill should be acted 
on speedily; and as the amendments which the 
Committee on Foreign Relations had proposed were 
very short, and very simple, he was ready at any 
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time to give an explanation of them. If any Sena- 
tor, however, was desirous of having the action of 
the Senate on this subject posiponed unti! the 
amendments could be printed, he would not object; 
but ifno postponement was desired, he wonld ask 
that the bill and amendments be now considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill and amendmeats were then taken 
and the first amendment was read as follows: 

Strike out from the eighth and ninth lines of th; 
first section the words, “other means or materials.” 
and insert instead thereof the words, “any arms or 
munitions of war;” and, in the same section, after 
the word “enterprise,” in the tenth line, insert the 
following words, to wit: ‘‘against the territory or 
dominions of any foreign prince or state, or of any 
colony, district, or people, conterminous with the 
United States, and with whoin they are at peace.” 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that the first section 
of this bill as it came from the House was entirely 
new, and had not been a subject of consideration 
by the Senate, when this question was before 
some five or six weeks ago. 


up, 


ahs 


It would be observed 


. that it introduced new provisions into our neu- 


tality laws, the extent of which could not well be 
foreseen. It was not confined to the particular 
exigency which had called for the passage of th: 
act, but was co-extensive with the whole world, 
and might operate very injuriously against the 
commerce of the United States. 

He would endeavor to present as clearly as he 
could to the Senate, the nature of this provision. 

Under the 6th section of the Neutrality Act of 
April 20, 1818, any person who shall, within the 
territory of the United States, “begin orset on foot, «1 
provide or prepare the means for any military expe- 
dition or enterprise,” against a friendly power, was 
punishable by a fine not exceeding $3,000, ani 
imprisonment not exceeding three years. The 8th 
section of the same act conferred upon the Presi- 
dent the power of employing the army, the navy, 
and the militia of the United States, to prevent 
“the carrying on of any such expedition or enter- 
prise,” from our territory, against any power with 
which we should be at peace. The Senate will ob- 
serve that this power of prevention was not to be 
exerted until the expedition had been prepared, and 
was ready to leave the United States for the pur- 
pose of accomplishing the object of its destination. 

Although it was rendered criminal for any per- 
son ‘to provide or prepare the means” for such an 
enterprise, and after a regular trial and conviction, 
the offender was liable to severe punishment, 
yet the framers of the act of 1818, which was ai- 
mirably drawn, did not deem it necessary to au- 
thorize the President to direct a seizure, in the first 
instance, of every article of every description 
which might be intended to be used as “the 
means” for conducting such an expedition. The 
Committee on Foreign Relations were of opinion 
that it might be very inconvenient to our citizens 
to entrust executive officers with such a broad and 
sweeping authority. Hence, in the bill which had 
passed the Senate, there was no authority conferred 
upon these officers to seize any articles except arms 
and munitions of war, and vessels or vehicles fitte:! 
out with apparent hostile intentions against a 
friendly conterminous power, and which were abou! 
to be sent, or to pass across the interior frontiers ol 
the United States. 

In the first section of the House bill, now before 
the Senate, none of these limitations were to be 
found, eith:r in regard to the articles which might 
be seized, or the foreign countries to which they 
might be destined. Every collector, naval officer, 
surveyor, or inspector of the customs in all the ports 
of the United States, every marshal or deputy ma:- 
shal, and every other person whom the President 
might empower for the purpose, was authorized 
and required to seize and detain, not merely arms 
and munitions of war, but any other “‘ means or 
materials” provided for such an expedition, no 
matter whether it was destined for Europe, Asia, 
Africa, or America. The authority was given ia 
the most broad and general terms. Provisions of 


all kinds, clothing, and every other article which 
might minister to the wants and con-.forts of sucha 
military expedition as the bill contemplated, were 
thus made the subjects of seizure. 


ow easily 
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a power so extensive, especially when confer- |} vessels by sea with any foreign port or place what- 


red upon such a host of subordinate offi- 
cers, might be abused, every Senator could at 
once perceive. Merchants who had fitted out 
vessels to trade with foreign countries in a state of 
war might be thus harassed and annoyed; and that 
too without any good reason. The present exigen- 
cy demanded no such general change in our neu- 
trality laws; peraaps in this particular, it demand- 
ed nochange at all. What was that exigency? An 
insurrection had broken out in Upper and Lower 
Canada against the British Colonial Government. 
These two Provinces, together with Texas and 
Mexico, were conterminous with the United States. 
The duties of good neighborheod, the preserva- 
tion of peace and quiet along the borders, required 
that the rights of our citizens, under the law of na- 
tions, should be abridged in furnishing arms and 
munitions of war to the insurgents. A few plain 
and simple, but precise provisions had been adopt- 
ed by the Senate, confined to the particular case in 
point, and other similar cases which might arise, to 
prevent our citizens from sending vessels or vehi- 
cles, arms or manitions of war across the border, 
intended to be employed in aiding the insurgents in 
their hostile attempts. 

Mr. B. said there was no more fruitful source of 
error in legislation, than to make general and inde- 
finite provisions, when the evil to be remedied was 
confined to a particular and special case. You 
could never know to what extent your law would 
proceed in practice. You would thus often do 
more harm by embracing cases which you had not 
intended, than you would do good by remedying 
existing evils. 

Considering the urgent necessity of the present 
crisis, and the danger that the passage of any bill 
might be defeated by a collision of opinion between 
the two Houses, thecommittee had determined not 
to movea rejection of the first section of the bill 
from the House. They had contended themselves 
with proposing such amendments as would confine 
its operation within proper limits. According to 
these amendments, the articles which might be 
seized were restricted to arms and munitions of 
war; an‘ their places of destination would not be 
the world generally, but only conterminous coun- 
tries. If any Senator required a further explana- 
tion, he would cheerfally give it. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he considered the 
amendments offered such as under all the circum- 
stances ought to be adopted. There were, he said, 
two considerations which, on general principles, 
recommended the adoption of the amendments. 
The first was, that the power of the Executive was 
probably too much extended by the bill, without 
the changes introduced, and the other, that the 
right of the citizen to conduct foreign trade and 
commerce was too much abridged. The subject 
had been so long before Congress, and there ap- 
peared such necessity for the immediate passage of 
the bill, that he fully concurred with the honorable 
chairman in expressing the hope that it might at 
once be finally disposed of. 

Mr. NORVELL said he would like to propound 
one question to the henorable chairman. It was 
well known, said Mr. N. that these patriots, as they 
were called by some, adopted a mode of operation 
extremely difficult to detect. ‘They were in the ha- 
bit of procuring wagons like those used by the tin 
pediers, in which were secreted arms and muni- 
tions of war;and these were driven over the lines, 
or hidden in the Maumee swamps, from whence 
they could be taken at pleasure. Mr. N. wished 
to know if there was any clause in the bill which 
would reach this case so as to prevent any violation 
of our neutrality laws? 

Mr. BUGHANAN replied, that the bill did 
make a precise provision in its second section, to 
mect the case proposed by the Senator from 
Michigan. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

The second amendment was then read as fol- 
lows: 


Section 2. Strike out the proviso at the end of 
this section, and insert in its stead the following: 
‘“Provided that nothing in this act contained sha! 
be construed to extend to, or interfere with any 
trade in arms or munitions of war, conducted in 
































ever, which might have been lawfully carried on 
before the passage of this act, under the law of 
nations, and the provisions of the act hereby 
amended.” a 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that a short explanation 
of this amendment was necessary. The second 
section of the bill seemed to be intended as a sub- 
stitute for the first and second sections of the bill 
which had passed the Senate. Our bill had been 
confined to citizens of the United States: the bill of 
the House embraced all persons. We had believed 
that of the United States prevented their own 
citizens from aiding in insurrectionary movements 
in neighboring provinces or countries, we had per- 
formed our duty. He need scarcely state that un- 
der the law of nations, it was lawful for citizens of 
the United States to sell arms and munitions of war 
to foreigners, without regard to the use which was 
intended to be made of them. If they were cap- 
tured in proceeding to a foreign country, this was 
the fate of war, and the foreign purchaser must 
suffer the loss. We had not intended to abridge 
this trade: and hence our bill had confined the 
seizures to arms and munitions of war belonging 
to citizens of the United States. 

The provisions of the House bill might essen- 
tially interfere with our foreign commerce in arms 
and munitions of war, unless they were confined to 
the particular objects which we all had in view. 
For example, Mexico was a country conterminous 
with the United States. Suppose the existence of 
a civil war there, and the opponents of the Go- 
vernment to have obtained possession of the port 
and city of Vera Cruz. Under this bill, neither citi- 
zens of the United States nor foreigners could carry 
cargoes of arms or munitions of war to that city 
from any of our ports, for the purpose of se!ling 
them to the party in the civil war opposed to the 
Government, because it would be notorious that 
they were intended to be employed in carrying gn 
military operations within the territory of a friendly 
power; and yet such a trade had always existed. 

The object of the proposed amendment was to 
preserve this trade to our citizens, by confining the 
operation of the second section of the bill to the 
interior frontiers of the United States, leaving the 
trade by sea in arms and munitions of war to be 
regulated as it had been heretofore under the act of 
1818. 

He might ebserve that there was a palpable in- 
consistency between the second section itself and 
the proviso to it. Whilst the second section clearly 
and properly abridged the rights of individuals to 
trade in arms and munitions of war, under the law 
of nations, for the purpose of securing peace and 
harmony with friendly neighboring powers, the 
proviso, as it stood, declared that nothing in the 
act contained should be so construed as to interfere 
with any such trade at present sanctioned by the 
law of nations. 

The third amendment was then read as follows: 

Section three, line twelve, insert after the word 
“time” the words, “not exceeding ten days.” 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that, in almost every re- 
spect the House had adopted a much stronger mea- 
sure than the Senate had deemed necessary. We 
did believe that where a man’s property was seized 
upon suspicion, no matter how strong, if he would 
give. bond and good security, in double its value, 
that it should not be employed in violating the pro- 
visions of the law, that it ought to be immediately 
restored to his possession. The House had adopt- 
ed a different opinion. Under the provisions of their 
bill, at least three months must elapse before arms 
and munitions of war could be restored to the own- 
er, upon his giving such a bond and security. The 
proposed amendment was intended to correct what 
he could not but believe was a mere omission in the 
Honse. As the third section now stood, the officer 
or person who had seized the property might hold 
it as long as he himself deemed a reasonab!e time 
without applying to the Judge for a warrant for its 
detention. The committee thoaght thai some limit 
ought to be fixed to his discretion. The proposed 
amendment, therefore, provided that he should 


from the date of the seizure. 


make this application to the Judge for a warrant 
within a reasonable time, not exceeding ten days 
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The fourth amendment was then read'ant adopt. 
ed, without debate; and is as follows. ; 

Sec. 7. After the words “reason to belicve 
the second line,” insert as follows: that the provi 
sions of this act have been or are likely to be vio- 
lated. : 

The fifth amendment was then read as follows: 

And the following as a new section. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That this act 
shall contiaue in force for the period of two years, 
and no longer. / 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that the last amendment 
proposed by the committee was, to limit the exist- 
ence of this act to a period of two years. He was 
not at all satisfied with the bill; and he beheved he 
might say as much for the Committee on Foreign 
telations. But the crisis demanded that we should 
adopt some measure promptly; and they had deemed 
it necessary to take this measure, with all its im 
peifections, rather than do nothing. Such seemed 
to be the only alternative, under existing circum- 
stances. There was one complaint, at least, which 
could not justly be made against the bill; and that 
was, that it did not give sufficient power to the 
Executive. The committee were opposed to ma- 
king this a permanent law, and placing it as such 
upon our statute book, as part of our code to re: 
late our neutral relations with foreign Government:. 
He hoped that before two years should elapse, 
some well-considered and carefully-drawn b 
might be adopted on the subject, which should be 
strictly confined in its provisions to our contermi- 
nous neighbors along our interior frontiers. 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following resolu 
tion, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That so much of the annual report of 
the Secretary of War to the President as relates to 
the management and safe-keeping, or investment o! 
money in the hands of officers of the Government 
to the several Indian tribes, or to individual In- 
dians, be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: _ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of paying to 
the merchants of Mobile the sums paid by them in 
costs on the extension of duty bonds, in conformity 
with the previsions of an act of Congress approved 
the 16th October, 1837. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Pa 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to the Portage Canal Company ot 
Wisconsin Territory, the right of pre-emption t» 
fractional section 9, and the part of section 4 which 
lies between the Wisconsin and Fox rivers, both 
township 12 north, range 9 east, for the purpose © 
enabling the said company to construct a canal 
between the Wisconsin and Fox rivers, as pro 
vided by the act of the Legislature of Michigan, 
approved March 7, 1834. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, 

The charter of the company, together with sun- 
dry other documents, were referred to the same 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. YOUNG, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructe ! 
to communicate to the Senate, with as little delay 
as practicable, a copy of the recent survey 
Lieut. Stansbury of the corps of engineers, in rela- 
tion to the improvement of the navigation of the Ii 
linoisand Kaskaskias rivers, with appropriate draw- 
ings of the rivers at those points where the naviga- 
tion may be obstructed, and the estimate of ex- 
penses to remove the same. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Navy, War, 
and Treasury be directed to communicate io the 
Senate the names of all persons who in and since 
the year 1832 have been appointed to the office of 
pension agents by said departments respectively, 
stating the authority under which such appoini- 
ments have been made, copies of all instructions to. 
such agents, the form of the commission or letiers 
of appointment, the sams of money advanced to 
such agents respectively, for the purpose of paying 
pensions, and the times of such advances, the 
amount paid annually at each office, the average 
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and also the exact balance, as near as the same can 
be asceriained, in the hands of each agent on the 
Ist day of this month, distinguishing and stating 
separately the sums advanced under each pension 
law; and also the copies of all letters from pension 
agents requiring advances, or in any way alluding 
to their own compensation. 

The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed : 

The bill for the relief of Jonathan Davis. 

The bill for the relief of Mary A. Patrick ; and 

The bill for the relief of Philip Revere and his 
legal representatives. 

The Senate then took up the Independent Trea- 
sury bill as the order of the day, and Mr. MER- 
RICK, who had the floor, addressed the Senate at 
great length in opposition to the bill, and in favor 
of the amendment offered by Mr. Rives. 

After which the bill was laid over informally ; 
and 

Mr. BUCHIANAN having stated that the amend- 
ments to the Neutrality bill from the House were 
engrossed, it was taken up, read the third time, and 
passed as amended. 

The Senate went into the consideration of Ex- 
ecative business. After a short secret session, the 
doors were opened, and 7 

The bill for the relief of Peter Bargy, jr. and 

The bill to establish an additional land office in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, were severally taken 
up and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to establish a surveyor general’s office 
in the State of Illinois, was taken up and consider- 
ed as in Committee of the Whole; and, after a de- 
bate, in which Messrs. WALKER, BUCHANAN, 
CLAY of Alabama, YOUNG, and SMITH of In- 
diana, took part, the question on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading was talren, and 
resulted—yeas 16, nays 10. 

No quorum voting, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvuespay, March 6, 1838. 
THE LATE DUEL. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to presenta memo- 
rial from 220 citizens, stated to consist of most 
respectable men of all parties, in relation to the 
late duel, designated by them as “an atrocious mur- 
der,” with a view, he said, to refer it to the select 
committee appointed to investigate that subject. 
At the request of Mr. A. the memorial was read. 

Objection being made to receiving the memo- 
rial— 

Mr. A. moved a suspension of the rules, and 
askep for the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 103, nays 43. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. ADAMS then presented the memorial, and, 
on his motion, it was referred to the Select Com- 
mittee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD said he had received a similar 
petition, and asked leave to present it for a similar 
reference. 

Objection being again made, 

Mr. F. moved a suspension of the rules, which 
was agreed to—ayes 107, noes not counted, and 
the memorial was presented, and took the same re- 
ference as the foregoing. 


Mr. WISE, on leave, presented a memorial for | 


a Revolutionary claim, 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the vacancy on 
the Committee on the Judiciary, occasioned by the 
death of Mr. Cilley, was directed to be filled up. 

Mr. CHAMBERS asked leave to submit a re- 
solution, directing hereafter the daily hour of meet- 
ing of the House to be 10 o’clock, a. m. Objection 
being made, Mr. C. moved a suspension of the 
rate, but it was rejected. Mr. C. then gave notice 
that he should renew the motion from day to day 
till it succeeded. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. Camprecene, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, made the following report: 
The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom 


balances remaining in the hands of such agents, | 






CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


were referred various memorials relating to the 
Currency and a National Bank, and the report 
of the Secret«ry of the Treasury on the Finances, 
recommending further provisions for the collec- 
tion, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
the public money, submit the following report: 

The suspension of specie payments by the banks 
throughout the United States, in May last, compel- 
led the Secretary of tne Treasury, in obedience to 
the Constituuon and existing laws, to dispense with 
their agency and the use of their notes, and to em- 
ploy the officers of Government as the fiscal agents 
of his Department. The banks refused to pay the 
large surplus deposited with them in the only me- 
dium authorized by law, and the expenditures of 
Government would have been generally suspended, 
had not the public creditors consented to receive 
their dues in drafts upoa banks which paid them 
only in irredeemable notes. 

Under such extraordinary circumstances, it be- 
came obviously necessary to devise some mode of 
managing our finances which would prevent simi- 
lar embarrassments in future. The President, ac- 
cordingly, in discharging his constitutional duty, 
recommended, at the late session, a series of mea- 
sures, calculated, as your committee believe, to 
give stability to the operations of the Treasury, 
and, at the same time, to relieve the trade and 
banks of the country from a connection mutually 
disadvantageous to them and to Government. 

‘These recommendations were opposed by the 
{friends of a National Bank, and by others who de- 
sired to renew our fiscal relations with the State 
Banks. It was, however, admitted that there was 
no prospect of the establishment of a aational in- 
stitution for some years to come, if ever; and the 
explosion of the State bank deposite system was 
too recent to warrant the expectation of its renewal 
atan early period, if at all. Notwithstanding, 
however, the condition of our finances, and the 
urgent necessity of some regulation to render our 
Treasury independent of banks, and provide addi- 
tional guards for the sate-keeping of the public mo- 
ney, the Treasury was left amidst all its embar- 
rassments. The same regulations are again re- 
commended by the President; and nothing has, in 
the meantime, occurred to induce the cominittee to 
change their opinion, that their adoption is not 
only essential to the safety and independence of the 
public Treasury, but to the stability of trade and 
of every sound bank in the Union. 

The events of the last three years have produ- 
ced ageneral conviction that the public money 
should not be employed by banks or any other in- 
stiutions, in commercial discounts, however profi- 
table its use might be to their stockholders. Du- 
ring the speculations of 1835 and 1836, the depo- 
site banks stimulated speculation to excess, and 
in 1837 suddenly withdrew their accommoda- 
tions to meet the publicdemands. The accumu- 
lation and distribution of the surplus were among 
the most powerful causes of that alarm which pro- 
duced the suspension of specie payments. When 
banks thus employ the public money, they deal in 
afund over which they have no control, and its 
censtant translers and fluctuations embarrass their 
commercial operations. Even Government itself 
cannot regulate its amount, anticipate its fluctua- 
tions, or the demands upon the Treasury. Under 
any system of revenue, the transactions of Govern- 
ment would embarrass trade wherever they are 
united. But in this country, the connection is par- 
ticularly disastrous, Owing to the extraordinary 
fluctuations in our revenue. Our income is de- 
r.ved from customs and public lands, and is vio- 
lently affected by the rapid growth of our wealth, 
commerce, and population. Under our revenue 
laws, asthey have heretofore existed, we have re- 
peatedly had a large surplus at one moment, and 
immediately after a bankrapt Treasmy. By re- 
newing the connection with banks, we shall make 
the public revenue again instrumental in exciting 
speculation, embarrassing trade, and injuring every 
class of the community. 5 
It is wholly immaterial whether the public money 
is employed in trade by State or National bank 
agents. The public must, in either case, suffer 
from the fluctuations of our income, and the ocea- 
sional efforts of the banks to meet the Treasury de- 

















mands for transfer or disbursement. Had the 
Bank of the United States been continued as the 
agent of Government, and been called upon, as the 
deposite banks were, to repay thirty-seven millions 
of dollars in nine months, the shock to trade wou)! 
have been more violent, and the suspension o; 
specie payments would have occurred at an earlie; 
period. The operations of any great institution. 
whether State or National, with extensive branches. 
and dealing largely in exchange, must convulse the 
trade of every country where it exists under the 
authority of Government, and the currency consist: 
chiefly of bank notes. Its alarms and its effort 
will be in proportion to the extent of its responsibi- 
lities; and in every revulsion of trade, its opera- 
tions will be watched with apprehension. The 
magnitude of its transactions gives it the charac- 
ter of a Government; and its expansions ani 
contractions, like the fluctuating revenues o{ 
the public Treasury, violently move the whole 
trade of the country alternately forward and 
backward, leaving at every revulsion distressing 
scenes of poverty and bankruptcy. The trade of 
no country can ever be well regulated when con- 
stantly liable to be disturbed, either by the opera- 
tions of Government, or of a great and extended 
bank, whether State or National. Wherever the 
heavy transactions of both are united, trade must 
be subject to frequent alarms and revulsions. If 
commercial credit did not depend on the public 
revenue, and no great bank, vainly attempting to 
regulate currency and exchanges, existed, two of 
the greatest causes of panics wonld be removed. 
These would not often occur if trade were left to 
its own resources, to the exclusive and undisturbed 
use of its own capital and credit, and if it enjoyed 
the liberty to create anc! manage its own banking 
agents, without requiring that they should be 
clothed with legislative privileges, or armed with 
the powers of Government. Revulsions might stil] 
occur, but they would be less frequent and violent, 
and we should at least never witness the extraordi- 
nary spectacle of a laboring population without 
employment, in a country enjoying unexampled 
prosperity. 

Such an agency is not only injurious to trade, 
but unjust to other banking institutions. By col- 
lecting the public revenue, whether in specie or in 
bank notes, all other banks are directly or indi- 
rectly made tributary to the Treasury agents. Their 
specie is either drawn from them, or balances are 
created which compel them to draw upon their 
debtor banks, while the deposite banks are paying 
the,public disbursements in their own notes. Such 
undue advantages should be given to no banks, es- 
pecially when the system is otherwise so injurious 
to trade and to the Treasury. 

The proposed separation is esseutial to the steady 
and independent action of trade, banks, and Go- 
vernment. The finances of the latter must become 
embarrassed at every revulsion, so long as our re- 
venue consists of bank notes or bank deposites. 
The convertibility of either into specie is wholly 
illusive, and has been hitherto sustained by confi- 
dence alone. That confidence is now destroyed. 

If a few banks only had suspended specie pay- 
ments from bad management, confidence in other 
institutions might have been continued. Or if, as 
in war, Government had deemed it expedient to 
borrow their credit and sanction its abuse, it might 
have revived with the return of peace, and the re- 
storation of specie payments. But it never has 
occurred before, that, in time of peace and 
amiast general prosperity, the banks of a nation 
have simultaneously suspended specie payments; 
and, what is far more important, as it regards the 
fnture, the wishes of the trading community anti- 
eipated the action of the banks, the suspension 
was hailed as a measure of commercial relief, our 
Legislatures sanctioned it, and the public were 
compelled to acquiesce. The effects of the sus- 
pension were little understood by those who deemed 
it a measure of relief. The trade of no country 
can be relieved by a sudden reduction of its cur- 
rency. We had been for twelve months under 
the harsh operation of a diminution of com- 
mercial and bank credits. They had nearly, 
if not quite, reached that minimum from which, 
after a temporary stagnation of trade, they would 
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paturally have risen again when the suspension, 
(for all commercial purposes at home,) suddenly 
converted eigkty millions of currency into mer- 
chandize, and it was withdrawn from circulation. 
The compound standard of specie and paper, by 
which the property of the Union had been measnr- 
ed, was abruptly redaced from about one hundred 
and ninety millions to one hundred and ten mil- 
lions of a variously depreciated currency; or, if we 
consider specie as the only common standard, from 
a hundred and ninety to eighty millions. Foreign 
exchanges rose, notwithstanding this extraordinary 
reduction, and all the sanguine anticipations of a 
revival of confidence and credit were disappointed. 
Our reduced currency was still further diminished, 
the term of our commercial embarrassments was 
prolonged, and the revival of trade postponed to 
an uncertain period. These were the consequences 
of that measure which it was supposed would re- 
lieve the country. 

But, however we may suffer by the recent sus- 
pension, we must anticipate a similar event at 
every revulsion. Iteannot be avoided in this age 
of speculation, and with eur system of banking. 
In periods of alarm, those who are threatened with 
bankruptcy will seek relief in any measure, re- 
gardless of consequences. The banks will cer- 
tainly yield to the demands of trade in some parts 
of the Union, and the recollections of the run upon 
them in 1837 will produce a panic which must 
compel most, if not all, other banks to follow their 
example. Some portions of the Union may possi- 
bly escape; but we may certainly anticipate em- 
barrassment in some sections, and we should ac- 
cordingly prepare for it. The banking systein of 
this country must be thoroughly reformed before 
confidence in the convertibility of bank notes can 
be permanently revived. No such reform can, at 
this time, be anticipated. A few more disastrous 
revulsions may compel us, at some future period, 
to correct the vices of our system ; but, for the pre- 
sent, it is evident that our local currencies are to 
be still further vitiated by State legislation. With 
our recent experience, and with such a prospect 
before us, a just and patriotic regard for the public 
interest urgently requires that the Treasury of the 
United States should not be hereafter exposed to 
embarrassment or bankruptcy by being connected 
with a system liable at all times to explosion, and 
that it should never again be made dependant upon 
every vicissitude in the commercial system of the 
world. 

The Federal Government is also bound to pre- 
serve for the States the only measure of value re- 
cognised by the Constitution, that the taxes and 
disbursements of our Confederacy may be collected 
and paid out in a common medium. If the pro- 
posed measure be rejected, we cannot hereafter 
anticipate any uniformity in our taxes, or any such 
thing as a federal currency. With our complicated 
banking system, the immense enlargement of com- 
mercial credit, the rapid growth of the commerce of 
the Southwestern States, and of the settlement of 
the new States generally, we cannot preserve 
equality in exchanges or local currencies. Our 
exchanges were as much deranged in 1825, while 
we had a National Bank, as they were in 1837; and 
our paper system would have exploded then, had 
not that revulsion originated in Great Britain. 
The history of our cotton trade exhibits fluctuations 
which defy control. The price periodically gives 
way; the Sonthwestern States are deprived of a 
large amount of their funds for remittance, and our 
exports are suddenly suspended. Such vicissitudes 
must continue with the rapid growth of the culture 
and manufacture of cotton, and with the enlarge- 
ment of the paper systems of Great Britain and the 
DnitedStates. It is obvious that the power and the 
mischiefs of our banking system are about to be- 
come still more formidable, and there is too much 
reason to apprehend, in a few years, an explosion 
more distrous to all branches of industry than 
any we have hitherto felt. While the States 
continue to multiply banks authorized to sup- 
ply the country with a currency, no effort 
of the Federal Government, whether by incor- 
porating a National Bank, or by a perpetual 
issue of Treasury notes, could prevent a suspension 
of specie payments, while either ef these measures 
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would but increase speculation and the violence of 
revulsion. The only alternative left for the Go- 
vernment is to guard permanently against the 
eflect of such legislation, and of such explosions 
upon the common medium of our Confederacy. 
Should we ever restore the agency of banks, or 
permanently invest our revenue in bank notes, we 
shall be compelled at every suspension to issne 
Treasury notes as a substitute for coin, or to collect 
our revenues, and make our disbursements, in the 
variously depreciated bank paper of the Siates, 
contrary to every rule of justice, and to the express 
provisions of the Constitution. Should such ever 
become our policy, it would end in the entire de- 
struction of the only uniform, permanent, and uni- 
versal measure of value, and of the only whole- 
some regulator of the trade and credit of the world. 
If, on the contrary, we wisely separate our Trea- 
sury from the credit of our banks, we shall secure, 
through all the vicissitudes of trade, and the fluc- 
tuations of our local currencies, a common medium 
for our taxes and disbursements, a uniform mea- 
sure of value for the States, and a standard which 
would tend to adjust more speedily, aiter every re- 
vulsion, the temporary derangements in our ex- 
changes and currencies. 

The public mind is satisfied that some plan should 
be adopted to relieve trade from any connection 
with our revenues, and torender our Treasury in- 
dependent of allexplosions. Numerous plans have 
been proposed for making a partial use of banks, 
for the mere purpose of keeping the public monev, 
under some special deposite system, with an obli- 
gation not to employ it in loans to trade. No such 
deposite can be effectual but one which secures to 
the Treasury the control over the money specially 
deposited, and leaves the daily receipts and pay- 
ments to be made by public officers. Sucha system 
would merely secure the use of the vaults of the 
banks as places of safety, and would be unnecessa- 
ry where our public offices are supplied, as they 
all must be, with vaults or safes, or both, for the 
preservation of the public archives and treasure. 
If the banks have control over the public money 
deposited with them, all the stipulations and obliga- 
tions which can be contrived will never prevent 
them from discounting upon it, directly or indirect- 
ly; and all the guards we can provide will not se- 
cure to the Treasury its specie fund in case of a 
suspension. The various regulations which have 
been proposed would be, in practice, mere nullities. 
The obligation to credit the revenue collected, 
as specie, has always existed, and would be 
and more binding hereafter than it has been here- 
tofore; and a special deposite, exclusively controlled 
by the bank, would be as unavailable in case of a 
suspension as any other, which it would be equally 
bound in law to pay inspecie. A stipulation that 
the bank shall pay the Treasury warrant in specie 
would be abortive, as that must be determined by 
the Government creditor. Whether the deposites 
are in specie or in bank notes, it will pay out its 
own notes, and increase its discounts accordingly. 
Periodical settlements with banks having control 
over the deposites, before and after the settlement, 
would be a mere formality. Banks might be em- 
polyed under a system of joint management and 
control. Special collections, deposites, and dis- 
bursements might be made under the care of two 
sets of officers, one to be appointed by Govern- 
ment, the other by the banks; butsuch a plan would 
require a much greater number of officers than is 
now proposed; and would, at the same time, ena- 
ble the banks employed by the Treasury to sub- 
stitute their notes for the coin collected, and enlarge 
their issues and their discounts, which is one of the 
principal evils designed to be avoided by the sepa- 
raiion. 

The Treasury cannot, with safety to itself or to 
trade, part with its control over the public money, 
from its coliection to its disbursement. After ex- 
amining the subject in all its bearings, and with 
every desire to unite public sentiment in some mea- 
sure, the committee are more than ever convinced 
that the simplest, most economical, and best plan, 
for all interests, as a permanent system, is to em- 
ploy officers of Government, appointed by the Pre- 
sident with the approbation of the Senaie, to col- 
lect, keep, and disburse the public money, under 





such regulations, guards, and restrictions as C>n- 
gress may from time to ime deemexpedient. Va- 
rious objections have been made to this plan which 
deserve consideration. Some apprebend that, if 
not now, it will ultimately require a large addivion 
to the number of officecs in the public service, and 
so far increase Executive patronage. This appre- 
hension seems founded on a mistaken idea of the 
duties of our public officers, as they have existed 
from the commencement of the Government. All 
the essential duties of receiving, keeping, and dis- 
bursing the public money have always been, and 
are now, performed by them, and the proposed 
measure might be carried into effect without the 
addition of a single officer, but for the special de- 
positories proposed for greater security. The mo- 
ney for cash duties and public lands has always 
been collected by our own officers, and. placed in 
banks, in the first instance, to their own credit, or 
keptin their own hands. Prior to 1800 all the 

custom-house bonds were collected at our cus- 
tom-houses, and some are still But even 
when collected by banks, which was a mere 
Treasury regniation, the amount was carried to 
the credit of the collectors, and notto the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States. Our receivers 

and collectors have alwavs had, whether banks 
were employed or not, the absolute control, for a 
time, of the whole of our revenue from customs 
and public lands, amounting, since 1789, to more 
than $1,053,000,000. The only change now pro- 
posed is, that our officers shall not hereafter trans 

fer the money to banks to be loaned out, but that 
they shall keep it and pay it over directly to the 
order of the Treasury. It will certainly be more 
convenient to pay it at their own offices than to 
transfer it, as heretofure, to deposite banks. The 
same officers will continue to be employed in dis- 
charging the same duties generally throughout the 
Union, withont any addition to their number. At 
seven points of collection the duties and responsi- 
bilities will be increased by the bill proposed, and 
in these cases alone can any further aid be re- 
quired. 

Tor the greater security of the public revenue, it 
is proposed to establish seven special depositories. 
Having a Treasurer of the United States at the 
seat of Goverament, it is obviously more proper 
that the public money collected wishin this District 
and its neighborhood should be placed in his custo- 
dy for public use, than that it should be, as hereto- 
fore, deposited in banks to be employed in loans. 
It is proposed that this officer shall take charge 
of and pay over, for public purposes only, all mo- 
ney which may be collected within this District, or 
which may otherwise coine into his hands. 

As we have mints at Philadelphia and New Or- 
leans, with every provision for the security of the 
public money, it is proposed that the cash collee- 
tions at the custom-houses in these places should be 
transferred daily, and the bonds for duties weekly, 
to these depositories. The duties of receiving, 
keeping and paying over the public money, are not 
new to the treasurers of the mints. The Treasury 
is authorized te employ a million of dollars in 
facilitating the coinage which is constantly passing 
through their hands. They also perform the same 
duties for banks and merchants. The duties of the 
treasurers will not be changed in character, but 
their receipts and payments fur Government will 
be moderately increased in amount. 

We have now officers employed in our custom- 
houses to collect the cash duties. ‘The officer at 
New York seceived at that custom-house, in 1836, 
five millions of dollars. As there are to be special 
depositories at Boston, New York, and Charles- 
ton, with increased responsibilities, it is proposed 
to substitute, in their places, at these ports, officers 
of a higher grade, to be denominated “public re- 
ceivers;” and as a similar depository is proposcd at 
St. Louis, an officer of the same grade, in lieu of 
the receiver now there. . These officers and the 
treasurers of the mints will also have charge of 
sums as may be transferred from other points. 
The increased labor and responsibility imposed on 
the Treasurer of the United States, the treasurers 
of the mints, and the public receivers, may require 
further aid; the Secretary of the Treasury is therefore 
authorized to appoint two additional clerks for 
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Washington, two for New York, and one for each 
of the other four depositories, making altogether 
nine clerks. Noother increase of officers will be 
required to carry the proposed measure into full 
effect. This small addition is all that is proposed 
or required to execule a measure designed exten- 
sively to diminish Executive patronage, by dispen- 
sing entirely with the agency of banks, and by 
separating that branch of our Government from all 
control and influence overa powerful association of 
corporations, with thousands of directors, ofhcers, 
and stockholders. If an important measure is to 
be rejected, because nine clerks are to be added 
to the number now in the public service, we should, 
with equal reason, stop the progress of legislation, 
for scarcely a session passes in which Congress is 
not compelled to authorize the employment of a 
greater number of officers to carry into effect the 
various Jaws required in the administration of the 
affairs of our rapidly growing country. 

The same mistake as to the responsibilities of 
our own oflicers, has produced an erroneous im- 
pression that we are now, for the first time, about 
to place the public money in their custody. De- 
falcations are consequently apprehended; and to 
avoid these, a special depusite of the public money 
in banks for safe-keeping is advocated by some, 
who are decidedly favorable to the separation. 
From 1789 to the present time, the public mo 
in its collection, has been all placed u 


ider the con- 
trol of our own officers: most of it was atterwards 
placed in banks, or transferred to the credit of the 
‘Treasurer on their books; and finally, it was conti- 
ded to disbursing officers. We have had, generally, 
very inadequate security; an l, mn many instances, 
especially as it regards disbursing officers, not even 
the ordinary security of bon Under sach loose 
regulations, the wonder is that our losses were not 
greater, considering immense amount which 
has passed through the hands of ovr officers. Our 
collectors have had under their control a gross re- 
venue of 946,000,000 dollars, and onr land reeeiv- 
ers 107,000,000 dollars, making 1,053,000,000 dol- 
lars. They not only had the contro! of this vast 
amount, but they were permitted to pay, without a 
warrant from the Treasury, and before the money 
passed out of their hands, all the 
custom-houses and land offices, and debentures, 
which alone amounted to four or five millions 
annually, and sometimes more. Notwithstanding 
these temptations to commit fraud, and to employ 
the public money for private use, the whole amount 
of nominal and actual balances against all the col- 
lectors of the customs and the reeeivers of pul lie 
lands throughout the Union, for forty nine years, is 
about two millions and a half, being less than one- 
quarter of one per cent. on the amount received by 
them since 1789. But the larger proportion even 
of the balances now standing on the Treasury 
books, arises from the death of some, and the 
negligence of other public officers in not transmit- 
ting their vouchers, or from mere irregularity or 
informality. The collectors are charged with all 
the bonds, whether they are paid or not, and the 
receivers with the lands sold, whether they have re- 
ceived the money or not. Sometimes the vouchers 
are lost or destroyed, and many applications haye 
been, from time to time, made to Congress, to en- 
able the Treasury to settle the accounts of officers, 
who, though not indebted to Government, have 
been for years, ard are still, reported as defantt- 
From the best estima'es that can be made at 
the Treasury, not more than one millicn of these 
balances 1s actually due to Government frem out 
collectors and receivers of public money, leaving 
a probable loss of about one tenth of one per cent. 
of the amount under their charge and control. We 
have lost nothing by the disbursing officers of the 
army proper for twenty years past, and, as to othet 
disbursing officers, we have generally negiectel to 
require security of them, 

These losses by public officers cannot, however, 
be urged as an argument in favor 
banks, as they have, with littl exeeption, all 
occurred while the latter were the agents of the 
Treasury. We have, moreover, at the same time, 
lost more in proportion by banks than by our own 
officers. Throwing aside the millions lost by their 
depreciated paper, and commencing with the Bank 
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of the United States in 1817, and after the resump- 
tion of specie payments, our losses amounted, in 
seventeen years, by bank depositories, to $1,075,954, 
and by bank notes $178,470, making $1,254,424, 
of which there is no prospect of our ever recovering 
any part. Assuming that, from 1817 to 1834, our 
deposites in all the banks amounted to $350,000,000, 
the actual loss in seventeen years would be nearly 
three-eighths of one per cent. while the probable 
loss by all our collectors and receivers in forty-nine 
years cannot be estimated at more than about one- 
tenth of one percent. We have besides, by the 
recent revulsion, a suspended debt due from the 
deposite banks of $5,925,800, and $4,000,000 more 
to the credit of our disbursing officers. What part 
of this we may lose cannot now be estimated. We 
shall be fortunate if we have not occasion hereaf- 
ter to double the amount of the losses before 
referred to. But we have at least ascertained that, 
in seventeen years of peace and general prosperity, 
and during the existence of a National Bank, we 
have lost more by this connection with banks than 
the amount of all our losses by collectors and 
receivers in forty-nine years, though the former 
were entrusted with about §350,000,000 only, and 
the latter with $1,053,000,000. 

While we are thus exposed to heavy losses by 
employing banks, the renewal of this agency wouid 
noi, in the slightest degree, diminish our chance of 
loss by public officers. ‘The employment of banks 
cannot remove the necessity of confiding to our 
own officers in collecting and disbursing the public 
money, unless we abolish our custom-houses, land 
offices, and disbursing agencics, and assign all the 
duties of Government to banks. Under no prac- 
ticable system can we avoid trusting our own offi- 
cers with the public money, as we have done from 
the origin of our Government. Fortunately, our 
experience of their fidelity does not warrant the 
withdrawal of our confidence. In collecting more 
than a thousand millions, our probable loss does 
not exceed the tenth part of one per cent. and at 
the principal point of collection it is far less. At 
the port ef New York there have been in collecting 
the customs, since 1789, but two detaications, one 
of which is still unadjusted and betore Congress; 
bat if the whole amount should be found due, the 
security is ample. The other, amoutiing to 
$21,700, is the entire loss at that port in collecting 
$357,000,000, or about six cents on every thousand 
dollars, being about one sixtieth part of the loss 
by banks, from 1817 to 1834, on §350,000,009 de- 
pos ted. The operations of our mint also atlord 
ample evidence of the confidence which we may 
repose in our own ofiicers. No defaleation in the 
ottices of that establishment is known to the Trea- 
sury, though about seventy-three millions of dol- 
lars have been coined, We thus see our banks and 
merchants placing millions in the custody of the 
very ollicers who, we are told, are unworthy of the 
confidence of the Government from which they 
receive their appointments, 

Under the additional guards now proposed, our 
es, by public officers, will be diminished, and 
by separating our Treasury from banks, we shaii 
avoid that class of losses altogether. Ample bonds 
are hereafter to be required from all who are en- 
trusted with public money. Collectors and receiv- 
ers are not to be allowed to pay out money for 
any purpose, without an order from the Treasury. 
All money collected is to be placed at once to the 
eredit of the Treasurer of the United States. For 
greater security, transfers may be made from one 
depository to another; and where there is no special 
le pository, deposites may be made with banks un- 
der the joint control of the bank and the Treasury. 
To guard against frauds, 
ceriain public officers in the different districts to 
examine the money and accounts of those who are 
entrasted with the public money, and the Secretary 
may, atany time, appoint other officers within the 
‘| striets to make special examinations and returns. 
And any offiecr use or embezzle 
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\nd, finally, should 


the money entrusted to him, he shall be convicted 
Most of our cus- 
offices are already furnished 
with vaults or safes, or both, for the preservation 
of the public archives and public money; but, to 
provide for every such contingency, an appropria- 
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tion of ten thousand dollars is proposed, which j 
the only new appropriation authorized by the bill. 
With all these additional guards for the collection 
safe-keeping, and disbursement of the public reve. 
nue, the losses of Government, under the proposed 
plan, will be much less than under any other hith- 
erto adopted, independent of our losses by banks 
and their paper. 

_ The objection which deserves most consideration 
is, that a large surplus might accumulate in the 
Treasury, and operate injuriously upon the 
banks, if it consisted entirely of specie. To obvi- 
ate this, the Seeretary of the Treasury recommends 
that any surplus above four millions of dollars 
should be invested in stocks, to be sold whenever 
the Treasury should want the money. Aware of 
the importance of providing against an unnecessa- 
ry surplus, the committee have duly considered this 
proposition, but feel constrained to reject it. The 
main object of the plan now proposed is to confine 
the Treasury exclusively to the collection, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public money by the most 
simple, economical, and safe means. It is not de- 
signed that the Treasury should either be a finan- 
cier or a banker, further than may be absolutely 
necessary in the collection and disbursement of our 
revenue. ‘To connect it either with stocks or banks 
would be incompatible with this design. The oeca- 
sional investment of our surplus might also pro- 
duce otherevils. Our dealings in stock would be 
anticipated by those engaged in that trade, and 
speculations would be founded on the fluctuations 
ot our Treasury. Congress too would neglect one 
of 1's first duties, which is to reduce our taxes when- 
ever the revenue exceeds the wants of Government. 
A permanent law, graduating our income to our 
expenditure, may be hereafter adopted, when all 
our duties are levied ad valorem, as is proposed 
by the act of March, 1833, to take effect in 1842. 
Bat, for the present, no investment, or any 
other measure is necessary, as we have no 
reason whatever to apprehend a surplus. The 
twenty-seven millions deposited with the States 
is wholly unavailable, the debt of the United 
States Bank is payable in three annual in- 
stalments, and the six millions of suspended 
balances due from the deposite banks will not be 
paid for some time to come. Our revenue, both 
from customs and lands, is very much reduced, 
while our military expenditures are unavoidably 
increasing, and further and extraordinary appro- 
priations must be made for the present year, and 
may be required in 1839. The Treasury notes 
which were authorized to be issued at the late ses- 
sion are receivable for public dues, and cannot be 
re-issued. This makes a charge of some millions 
on the revenue of the present year equal to the 
amount of the notes received at our custom-houses 
and land offices. It is obvious that, far from being 
a surplus, there will be a deficiency, which must 
be supplied either by a re-issue of the Treasury 
notes redeemed, or by an authority to issue others. 
There is not the least probability that our revenue, 
for two years to come, will be equal to the wants 
of Government; and if, for the next four years, it 
should be sufficient to meet our expenditures, and 
to redeem the Treasury notes which have been, or 
may be hereafter, issued, it will be full as much as 
can be reasonably anticipated. In the mean time, 
our tariff is in a process of reduction, and after 
June, 1342, the highest rate will be twenty per 
cent. ad valorem, payable in cash. When it is 
considered that one-half of our importations are 
free of duty, it is obvious that, so far from antici- 
pating a surplus of revenue from this source, Go- 
vernment will be compelled to rely, more than it 
has done hitherto, on its income from public 
lands for its support. The proposed warehousing 
system would also tend to keep the revenue 
down, as merchandise would only be entered as 
it might be required for consumption. The Trea- 
sury notes required for the service of 1838 and 
1839, will only be issued to discharge claims, or, 
asthe money may be wanted, and any surplus 
which may accrue in 1840 and 1841, will be im- 
mediately applied to theirredemption. In 1842 the 
ad valorem tariff takes effect, and the balance in 
the Treasury will be easily regulated by Congress. 
No surplus can, therefore, be anticipated; nor is 
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there the slightest foundation for the fear that the 
panks can be, in any manner, affected by an ac- 
cumulation of revenue in the Treasury, whether it 
consists of specie or Treasury notes. Such appre- 
hensions, for two years to come, we know to be 
unfounded; for our current expenses and existing 
obligations will require all our resources; the reve- 
nue must be paid out as fast as it is collected, and 
ihe balance in the Treasury must remain at its mi- 
nimum. And there is no prospect whatever, for 
four years at least, of a surplus, whether collected 
in specie or otherwise, which can, in any manner, 
affect injuriously the trade, credit, or currency of 
the country. There is certainly, therefore, no sa- 
tisfactory reason for providing, at this time, for the 
investment of a surplus which may accrue at some 
future period, not now to be anticipated. 

From the actual condition of our finances, and 
the probable state of our receipts and expenditures 
for the future, it is obvious, that the question as to 
the medium in which our revenue shall be collected, 
must be, for some time to come, of very little im- 
portance, so far as it relates to its practical opera- 
tion upon the banks or trade of thecountry. After 
the suspension, the Treasury was compelled to 
collect the revenue, according to law, in specie or 
in evidences of public debt, and until there is a 
resumption of specie payments, neither Congress 
nor the Treasury can, by any constitutional means, 
direct that it shall be otherwise collected. Some 
of the banks may resume at an early period; but 
while there is evidently so little concert of action 
or harmony of purpose among them, it would be 
unsafe to invest the public money in the notes of 
any bank; and when a general resumpton will 
eccur is not now to be anticipated. The rejection 
or adoption, therefore, of the measure proposed 
would not now alter the medium of our collections, 
and could not affect trade or banks. Its acoption, 
however, would be so far beneficial, as it would 
tranquillize the public mind; while its postpone- 
ment or rejection would tend only to keep alive 
imaginary apprehensions. The revival of trade 
depends upon its own and ample resources. Its 
temporary prostration was produced by one of its 
periodical excesses. It is now in a condition to 
start again with renewed energy, and all that is 
wanting to give an impulse to the prosperity of the 
country, is the mutual and concerted action of our 
banking institutioas—the most efficient agents of 
credit, when not ascoiated with the fortunes of 
party, or the operations of Government. 

Practically, the existing law and that now pro- 
posed is the same; and as this section of the bill 
would be inoperative for some time, it might, on 
that ground, be dispensed with; but it is of great 
importance to the Government and the country that 
a permanent system should be adopted, and most 
especially at a time when, from the actual condi- 
tion of our finances, its introduction cannot affect 
any interest. The present is the most proper time 
to devise means gradually to take from the banks 
the power to make the public revenue instrumenta! 
in increasing the embarrassments of the trading 
community. To use their notes as a medium for 
our receipts and expenditures, would as effectually 
defeat this importan: object, as if we were to con- 
tinue to deposite the public money with the banks. 
Whether the Government keep their notes in the 
Treasury and use them for public purposes, or de- 
posite its revenue in banks, is wholly immaterial; 
for their discounts would be equally extended, and 
the design of the separationequally defeated. The 
only practical difference between the deposite sys- 
tem and the measure proposed, (if we are still to 
keep and circulate bank notes,) is that we should, 
under the latier, be at the expense and trouble of 
keeping an amount of bank notes in the Treasury as 
a mere substitute for an equal amount of bank depo- 
sites which would exist under the former system, 
without any agency, risk, or expense whatsoever, 
the banks would be enabled to increase their divi- 
dends by discounting to the extent of the public cir- 
culations, and on the amount of their deposites in 
the Trezsury of the United States. Under either 
system the Government would find its Treasury 
precisely in the same embarrassed condition that it 
was in May last. As to the mere formality whether 
the Government or its debtors shall draw the specie 
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from the banks, such an arrangement might be 
made for the convenience of the latter without de- 
triment to the Treasury. But the permanent de- 
posites of the public money must consist of specie 
or evidences of public debt, and all our payments 
must be made in the same, otherwise the object of 
separating the Government from banks is entirely 
defeated. 

When the banks resume specie payments this 
section will take effect, but as it merely proposes a 
prospective reduction for six years, the process 
will be so gradual as scarcely to be felt, especially 
in the present reduced state of our Treasury. At 
some future period when a surplus may accrue, 
the effect of specie collections will be most salu- 
tary in moderating the excessive issues of bank 
notes at those points where a paper currency is 
most exposed to explosion, and in checking an 
abuse of credit in its origin. The amount of spe- 
cie which would be at any time required at all 
our land offices and custom-houses, would be insig- 
nificant in comparison with the aggregate of our 
metallic currency, which is now estimated at eighty 
millions, A surplus of four millions, distributed in 
our offices throughout the Union, would be the 
maximum, and one-half of even that amount would 
be at all times represented by Treasury warrants 
and drafts in circulation. No transfers would ever 
be made in specie from one point to another, 
(except a limited amount for paying some of the 
Indian tribes,) as transfer drafts would be much 
more economical, convenient, and sale. 

Instead of hoarding all the specie, or introducing 
an exclusive metallic currency, the Government 
would, at no time, require for all its operations one- 
twentieth part of the specie ia the country. The 
tendency of the measure would be to increase the 
aggregate amount; but whether it should or not, 
certainly so small a portion might be spared for 
the uses of Government, when it is for the great 
purposes of relieving trade from its embarrassing 
connection with the public money, and of protect- 
ing the Treasury from periodically having its funds 
invested in irredeemable bank notes of variously 
depreciated values. 

The public interest urgently requires at the pre- 
sent session of Congress, some measure guarding 
more effectually the collection, safe-keeping, and 
disbursement of the public revenue. The Trea- 
sury is embarrased for want of regulations adapted 
to the crisis, and losses may result from our ne- 
glect to provide for the security of the public 
money. Whether the measure be temporary or 
permanent, some such as that proposed ought to 
be adopted in the actual condition of our finances. 
Some time, perhaps years, must elapse, before even 
the opportunity will be offered, with any prospect 
of success, of reuniting our Treasury with banks 
generally, State or National. A National Bank is 
not now proposed, and whenever it is, as it no 
doubt will be, it must encounter an opposition not 
easily or readily overcome. The dangers of such 
an agent of Government to the political institutions 
of the country, are too well and generally under- 
stood, to warrant the expectation that we shall ever 
again adopt a remedy worse than the disease. 

The proposition to renew the State bank deposite 
system, after so recent an explosion, and in the pre- 
sent condition of our banking institutions, is pre- 
mature, if not extraordinary. It would seem to be 
time enough to discuss its expediency after a gene- 
ral resumption of specie payments; for, if now 
adopted, we should have ina few months a deposite 
bank system in the East and an Independent Trea- 
sury in the West. This new deposite bank plan 
has all the vices and insecurity of the one we have 
been compelled to abandon, with some additional 
provisions which render it far less acceptable. A 
league of twenty-five banks, controlled, as it would 
be inevitably, hy some great institution at or near 
the centre of circulation and exchanges; with the 
power, in effect, to determine in what medium our 
revenue shall be collected, and authorized to dis 
count upon the public deposites, would be essen- 
tially a National Bank, with four and twenty 
branches, governing every other bank, and contro!- 
ling trade and currency. ConJirming the selection 
of these banks by joint resolution of both Houses 
would lead to annual struggles for the patronage of 
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Congress, and involve them still more deeply in the 
fluctuations of party. The demand proposed to be 
made weekly on other banks for specie would give 
special privileges to this league, and the authority 
thus delegated “to check over-issues, and to 
preserve the soundness of the currengy” would 
confer on the Secretary of the Treasury and 
this league of banks the extraordinary power 
of regulating, at their discretion, the curren- 
cy of the country. The further proposition to 
compel the Government to receive the notes of 
specie paying banks, was brought forward in the 
late Congress, and is again revived. Hitherto, 
Government has enjoyed, under the joint resolution 
of 1816, the right, in common with the community, 
of receiving them voluntarily, or demanding specie; 
but this right is hereafter to be sacrificed to encou- 
rage the circulation of bank notes, and to embar- 
rass the ‘Treasury at every revulsion. It would at 
least seem to be pradent to collect from the banks 
our six millions of suspended balances, before we 
inquire into the expediency of again placing the 
Treasury of the United States in jeopardy. 

The measure recommended by the committee is 
the only one practicable, in the present condition 
of our banking institutions. Ut proposes nothing 
new, either in our laws or practice, which is not 
indispensable to the security of the public revenue. 
It is no innovation—no experiment. From. the 
ongin of our Government, our own otheers have 
collected, kept, and disbursed the public money 
throughout the Union. The only change proposed 
is, that they shall hereafter pay it over directly to 
the order of the Treasury, and not, as heretofore, 
transfer it to banks, to be employed in commercial 
discounts. This use, or rather abuse, of the public 
money, was the great innovation of 1791, and ori- 
ginated with those friendly to a Bank of the United 
States. It was an experiment of our own for the 
benefit of that institution, and was not in accord- 
ance with the practice of other countries. We have 
felt its disastrous effects, and we are now generally 
satisfied that, once discontinued, it ought never to 
he renewed. The other proposition to collect our 
revenue in specie, or evidences of public debt, is . 
an indispensable auxiliary to the first; for, without 
it, it is impossible to prevent the banks from dis- 
counting upon the amount of their credit in circu- 
lation and in deposite for public purposes. The 
measure is, moreover, irresistibly forced upon the 
Federal Government by State legislation, which, 
whether constitutional or not, defies its power to 
regulate both currencies by coinage. When we had 
but half the number of States, but few banks, and 
a sounder currency, we might tolerate the receipt 
of bank notes with safety; but with eight hundred 
banks, issuing every description of paper, six and 
twenty different systems of banking, and a rapid 
increase of our bank note circulations, this Go- 
vernment is compelled to confine its receipts ant 
expenditures to the only medium which can be, 
hereafter, permanently common to the States. No 
improvement in our local currencies can be anti- 
cipated. ‘The States are governed by opposite par- 
ties, contending for hostile principles of govern 
ment, especially in relation to currency and bank- 
ing. The reform which may be effected in some, 
is more than neutralized by the abuses sanctioned 
in other Staies, and only contributes to make the 
Operations of our complicated system more irregu- 
lar and more embarrassing to trade. Experience 
has not here, as in England, prodaced partial re- 
form; for, in some of our oldest States, and where 
they have suffered most from broken banks, and 
the violence of revulsions, they still tolerate the 
most vicious systems of banking. Under such cir- 
cumstances, if not from choice, the Federal Go- 
vernment is driven to the necessity of confining 
itself to a medium. which is not regulated by State 
legislation, but by the unalterable law of the world. 

Higher interests, hawever, than those of a cha- 
racter merely financial, are involved in the decision 
of this great question, whether the Treasury shall 
be permanently separated from banks, or whether 
we shail establish a perpetual union between the 
executive branch of our Government and the vast 
moneyed power of the country. While watching 
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sury from Executive contro], we should watch with 
even more vigilance and apprehension the growth 
and movements of a power which, when combined 
with the organization of party, and permanently 
successful, must inevitably, not only control out 
finances, but govern the country. Without refer- 
ring to earlier contests, the strugg'e of the last six 
years affords at least some evidence of an ambi- 
tious desire among those institutions which are 
contending for the use of the public money and pub- 
lic credit, to share in the administration of our na- 
tional affairs. In this great struggle the inte- 
rests of trade, and the welfare of the coun- 
try, have been sacrificed by the too zealous efforts 
of the political portion of our bankers to perpetuate 
their control over the National ‘Treasury, and to 
secure for ever to themselves and their successors 
the profits on the use of the public money and pub- 
lic credit. Such efforts, when combined with poli- 
tical views, might elevate to the Presidency a Chief 
Magistrate who would effect a formidable union 
between the Executive and the immense banking 
capital of the country, already amounting to more 
than three hundred millions ofdoliars. If we are cov 
so rwuch alarmed at the influence of the Executive, 
with our limited revenue, what may we not fear 
when that powerful branch of our Governmen 
sustained, not only by the public Treasury, but by 
a thousand banks and thousands of other corpor 
tions, controlled and a league of State 
institutions with large capitals, or by a national 
bank with a capital of filty or ene hundred mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Such are the consequences involved in the issue 
which is now dividing the nation, and agitating its 
trade and industry. It would almost seem that 
the honest efforts of some of our banks to prodace 
harmony of action, and to resume specie payments, 
are defeated to prolong our embarrassments, and 
to convince the nation of the necessity of assigning 
the most important powers of to the 
stockholders ofa National Bank. ‘This contest should 
be ended by the promptadoption of the measure pro- 
posed; for trade can never enjoy a steady prospe- 
rity till Government and banks are independent of 
each other. The public money should be applied 
to public purposes alone, and the banks should be 
free to pursue their own profitable course, without 
being embarrassed by the efforts of a small portion 
of their number employed as Treasury agents, or 
by perpetual struggles with the Executive or Con 
gress. Should this contest ever result in the truumph 
of an alliance of the Executive and moneyed 
ers of the country, it cannot be expected that a 
union so fearful in its consequences, could be per- 
manently successful. Patriotism would be justly 
alarmed for the fate of our political institation 
and for the existence of popular rights. 
and a more powerful struggle would commence, 
which weu'd prove ruinous to trade, and might 
involve the legislative privileges of every bank 
and every corporation inthe Union. By continu- 
ing thisas an unsettled question, the trading and 
banking interests will be exposed to all the vicis- 
situdes of party, and engaged in a_ perpetual war, 
unprofitable to themselves, and ruinous to the 
country. By adopting the measure proposed, and 
making it our permanent policy, every branch of 
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trade will be left to move on uh hi turbed by our 
national political contests, and the Executive 
branch of our Government woul 1 be separated 


froma power which, when unite! with il, is the 
most dangerous to our free institutions and to our 
Confederacy. 

The committee, therefore, respectfully submit 
the measure to the consideration of the 
cerely hoping that, whatever difference of opinion 
may exist as to the details of the bill, its essential 
principles may be adopted in some form; that this 
at least, among the many agitating questions, may 
be put to rest, that regulations so necessary to the 
safety of the public money may no longer be post- 
poned; and that we may, by a thorough separation 
from banks, secure, at ail times and under all cir- 
cumstances, an Independent Treasury. 


House, Sine 


A BILL to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public revenue. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 





tatives of the United States of America, in Congress as- 
sembled, That it shall be the duty of the Treasurer 
of the United States to take charge of all public 
money which may be collected within this District, 
and deposited with him by the collectors of the 
customs, er which may otherwise come into his 
hands, and to collect any other public money 
which may be payable to the United States in this 
District. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the treasurer of the Mint of the 
United States at Philadelphia, and of the treasurer 
of the branch mint at New Orleans, in each of said 
districts respectively, to receive from the collectors 
of the customs at said ports all bonds for duties, 
an! to collect the same; also, to receive from said 
collectors and all other receivers of public money 
within their districts, the money which may be 
collected by them; to collect any other money 
which may be payable to the United States within 
their districts, and ‘o take charge of all public 
money which may otherwise come into their hands. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, in licu of 
the officers now employed in collecting the cash du- 
ties at the custom-houses in Boston, in Massachu- 
setts, in the city of New York, and in Charleston, in 
South Carolina, and of the receiver for the land 
office at St. Louis, the President shal! nominate, 
and, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, appoint, an officer for each of the custom- 
houses, and jor the land office aforesaid, to be 
denominated ‘ public receiver,” who shall hold 
his office for the term of four years, unless 
sooner removed; and it shall be the duty of the 
public receivers at the enstom-houses aforesaid, 
in each district respectively, to take charge of 
and collect the fur duties, and to collect 
the eash duties and custom-honuse charges, and 
any other money which may be payable to the 
United States in said districts, and to take charge 
of all public money which may otherwise come 
into their hands; and it shall be the duty of the 
public receiver at St. Louis to discharge all the 
duties hitherto imposed on the receiver at the land 
oflice at that place, to collect all money arising 
from the sales of public lands, and any other money 
which may be payable to the United States in his 
district, and to take charge of all public money 
which may otherwise come into his hands. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all the 
collectors of the customs, all surveyors of the cus- 
toms acting as collectors, and all receivers of the 
public money at the several land offices, except the 
collectors at Boston, New York, Phi'adelphia, 
Charleston, and New Orleans, aforesaid, shal! 
continue to collect all money which may be paya- 
ble to the United States within their respective dis- 
tricts for duties, custom-house charges, or Jands; 
and further to collect any other money which may 
be payable to the United States within their dis- 
tricts, and to take charge of all public money 
which may otherwise come into their hands And 
it shall be the duty of the collectors of the customs 
at Philadelphia and New Orleans to continue to 
collect the cash duties and custom-house charges in 
their respective districts, 

Sec. 5. .2nd be it further enacted, That the Trea- 
surer of the United States, the Treasurer of the 
Mint of the United States, the Treasurers, and 
those acting as such, of the various Branch Mints 
already erected and now erecting, all collectors of 
the customs, all surveyors of the customs acting as 
coileciors, all public receivers, all receivers of 
' the several land offices, and all 
postmasters, except as is hereinafter particularly 
provided, who may entrusted with the public 
money, be, and they are hereby, required to keep 
ly, withont loaning or using, all the public mo- 
ney collected by them, or otherwise at any time 
laced in their possession and custody, till the same 
s ordered by the proper department or officer of 
ihe Government to be transferred er paid out ; and 
when such orders for transfer or payment are re- 
ecived, faithfally and promptly to make the same as 
directed, and to do and perform all other duties as 
fiscal agents of the Government, which may be 
imposed by this or any other acts of Congress, or 
by, any regulation «f the Treasury Department, 
made in conformity to law; and also to do and 


bonds 


. ) ° at 
public money at 


sate 


perform all acts and duties required by law, or by 
direction of any of the Executive Departments of 
the Government, as agents for paying pensions, or 
for making any other disbursements which either 
of the heads of those departments may be required 
by law to make, and which are of a character to be 
made by the depositaries hereby constituted, con- 
sistently with the other official duties imposed ’pon 
them. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
Treasurer of the United States, the Treasurer ot 
the Mint of the United States, the Treasurer of the 
Branch Mint at New Orleans, the public receivers 
herein before directed to be appointed, and all dis. 
bursing officers of every description, shall, respec. 
tively, give bonds to the United States, in such 
form, and for such ameunts, as shall be directed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the President, with sureties io 
the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury; 
and shall, from time to time, renew, strengthen, 
and increase their official bonds, as the Secretary 
of the Treasury, with the consent of the President, 
may direct; any law relating to the official! bonds of 
any of the said officers to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Sec. 7. .@nd be it further enacted, That it shal! 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, ata 
early a day as possible after the passage of this act, 
to require from the several depositaries hereby con- 
stituted, and whose official bonds are not herein be- 
fore provided for, to execute new bonds, suitable in 
their terms to meet the additional duties and re- 
sponsibilities imposed upon them respectively by 
this act, and with sureties, and in sums such as 
shall seem reasonable and safe to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and from time to time to require 
such bonds to be renewed and increased in amount 
and strengthened by new sureties, to meet any in- 
creasing responsibility which may grow out of ac- 
cumulations of money in the hands of the deposi- 
tary, or out of any other duty or responsibility 
arising under this or any other act. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the col- 
lectors and receivers of public money of every de- 
scription within the District of Columbia shall pay 
over to the Treasurer of the United States weekly, 
or oftener, as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
direct; and that the collectors of the customs and 
receivers of public money in Philadelphia and New 
Orleans shall pay over to the Treasurers of the 
Mints in their respective cities, daily, all the public 
money collected or received by them. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all bonds 
for duties taken at the custom-houses in Philadel- 
phia and New Orleans shall be transferred by the 
collectors of these ports respectively, at the end of 
every week, to the Trezsurer of the Mint in each 
of the said places, for safe-keeping and collection. 

Sec. 10. Aad be it further enacted, That no part 
of the public money shall be hereafter retained by 
any receiver or collector for the purpose of defiay- 
ing the expenses of his office, or of paying the com- 
pensation of himself and his officers, debenture cer- 
tificates, or for any other purpose; but that the 
inoneys shall be placed to the credit of the Trea- 
surer of the United States by the officer receiving 
the same, or transferred to the depositaries as pro- 
vided by this act; and all payments as aforesaid 
shall be made by warrant, as in other cases, and 
shall be paid out of any unappropriated money in 
the Treasury. 

Sec. lL. 4nd be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
transfer the money in the hands of any depositary 
constituted by this act to any other depositary au- 
thorized by the same, at his discretion, and as the 
safety of the public money and the convenience of 
the public service shall seem to him to require; and 
for the purpose of payments on public account to 
draw upon any of the said depositaries as he may 
think most conducive to the public interest or to 
the public creditors, or both. 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That the mo- 
ney in the custody of any of the depositaries consti- 
tuted by this act, shall be considered and held as 
deposited to the credit of the Treasurer of the 
United States, and shall be, at all times, subject to 
his draft, whether made for transfer or disburse- 
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ment; and each depositary shall make returns to 
the Treasury Department of all money received 
and paid by him, at such times, and in such form, 
as shall be directed by the Secretary of the Trea- 
ry. 

a 13. 4nd be itfurther enacted, That whenever 
public money shall accumulate in the hands of any 
depositary constituted by this act, other than the 
Treasurer of the United States, the Treasurer of the 
Mint of the United States, the Treasurer of the 
Branch Mint at New Orleans, and the public re- 
ceivers, to an amuunt beyond that secured by the 
bond of the officer, or which the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall, for any cause, consider unsafe, and 
it shall not be desirable to transfer the money so 
accumulated to any other depositary, it shall be 
lawful for the said Secretary to direct the said mo- 
ney, or any portion thereof, to be specially depo- 
sited in such bank of the State, or Territory, 
wherein the depositary who is to make the depo- 
site is located, as he, the said Secretary, shall se- 
lect: Provided, The bank so selected will agree to 
receive and keep the money deposited with it upon 
the terms and conditions prescribed in the next 
section of thisact. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the spe- 
cial deposites of the public money authorized by the 
last preceding section of this act to be made in 
banks, shall be made upon the following terms and 
conditions: 

First. All such deposites shall be strictly special 
deposites; and the banks holding them shall be pro- 
hibited, in the most effectual manner, from making 
any use of the moneys deposited, by way of loans, 
discounts, or in any other manner, or for any other 
purpose whatsoever; and to secure the fulfilment 
ot this condition, the Secretary of the Treasury is 
authorized, in his discretion, to furnish the banks 
selected as deposite banks with safes for the keep- 
ing of the public meneys exclusively, and under the 
joint contro! of the bank and some off.cer of the Go- 
vernment to whom this duty may be assigned by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or to adopt such 
other guards as he shall prefer. 

Second. Nothing but goldor silver, or such Trea- 
sury notes, orother evidences of debt, issued under 
the authority of the United States, as may be di- 
rected by law to be received in payment of the 
public dues, shall be offered for deposite, or receiv- 
ed by the bank as a deposite, under the provisions 
of this act. 

Third. All deposites shall be passed, upon the 
books of the bank, to the credit of the depositary 
making the same; but no money deposited in pur- 
suance of this act shall be withdrawn without the 
express order of the Secretary of the Treasury; and 
no drafts of the Treasurer of the United States, or 
orders or warrants of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury for ordinary transfer or disbursement, shall 
be made upon any bank selected asa deposite bank 
under this act. 

Fourth. A commission, such as shall be agreed 
upon between the Secretary of the Treasury and 
the bank, not in any case to exceed one-eighth of 
one per centum upon the money deposited with it, 
shall be allowed and paid by the United States, in 
full satisfaction of all claims on the part of the 
bank for trouble and risk growing out of the re- 
ceipt, safe keeping, and return of the special depo- 
sites herein authorized to be made, and all accounts 
for commissions shail be audited and paid at the 
Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That, in case 
no bank within the State or Territory wherein the 
depositary, directed to make deposites, is located, 
will consent to receive the moneys of the Govern- 
ment upon special deposite, according to the fore- 
going conditions and regulations, then it shall be 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer 
the same to the oilice of the Treasurer of the United 
States, to the Mint, or Branch Mints, er to the of- 
fices of either of the public receivers, as shall be 
most convenient to the depositary, or for the dis- 
bursement of the public money. 

Sec. 16. dnd be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treascry shall be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to cause examinations to be made of 
the books, avcounts, and money on hand, of each 
of the depositaries constituted by this aci; and to 
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direct the district attorney or marshal residing 
within the distriet to make said examinations; and 
in all cases where the sum on hand usually ex- 
ceeds three-fourths of the amount of the ofticer’s 
bond, said examinations shal! not be made less fre- 
quently than once in each year, and as much more 
frequently, in those and all other cases, as the Se- 
cretary or either House of Congress shall direct. 
The agents directed to make these examinations shall 
be instructed to examine as well the books, accounts, 
and returns of the officer, as the money on hand, 
and the manner of its being kept, to the end that 
uniformity and accuracy in the accounts, as well 
as safety of the public money, may be secured 
thereby. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That, in ad- 
dition to the examinations provided for in the last 
preceding section, and as a further guard over the 
public moneys, it shall be the duty of each collec- 
tor, naval oflicer, and surveyor, as a check upon 
the public receiver at Boston, New York, and 
Charleston of their respective districts; of each 
naval officer and surveyor as a check upon the 
collectors of the customs, of their respective dis- 
tricts where he is entrusted with the public money; 
of each register of a land office, as a check upon 
the receiver of his land office or the public receiver; 
and of the director and superintendent of each 
mint and branch mint when separate offices, as a 
check upon the treasurers, respectively, of the 
said mints, or the persons acting as such, at the 
close of each quarter of the year, and as much 
more frequently as they shall be directed by the Se- 
creiary of the Treasury to do so, to examine the 
books, accounts, returns, and money on hand, of 
the public receivers, collectors, receivers of land of- 
fices, treasurers, and persons acting as such, and 
to make a full, accurate, and faithful return to 
the Treasury Department ef their condition. 

Sxc. 18. And be it fnrther enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury shall, as soon as the con- 
venience of the public business, and the safety of 
the public funds will permit, withdraw the ba- 
lances remaining with the present depositaries of 
the public money, and confine the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the same to the de- 
positaries established by this act. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That all offi- 
cers charged by this act with the safe keeping, 
transfer, and disbursementof the public money, 
are hereby required to keep an accurate entry of 
each sum received, and of the kind of money in 
which it is received, and of each payment or trans- 
fer, and of the Icind of currency in which it is made; 
and that if any one of the said oflicers shall con- 
vert to his own use, in any way whatever, or shall 
use by way of investment in any kind of property 
or merchandise, or shall loan, with or without in- 
terest, any portion of the public money intrusted to 
him for safe keeping, disbursement, transfer, or foi 
any other purpose, every such act shall be deemed 


rnd adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of 


the said money as shall be thus taken, converted, 
invested, used, or loaned, which is hereby declared 
to be a felony, and any officer or person convicted 
thereof, before any court of the United States of 
competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to impri- 
sonment for a term of not less than two nor more 
than five years, and to a fine equal to the amount of 
the money embezzled. 

Sec. 20. 4nd be it further enacted, That from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, the 
resolution of Congress of the thirtieth day of April, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and six- 
teen, so far as it authorizes the receipt of the notes 
of specie-paying banks in payment of duties, taxes, 
sales of public lands, debts, and sums of money, 
accruing or becoming payable to the United States, 
shall be so modified as that one-sixth part of all 
such duties, taxes, sales of public lands, debts, and 
sums of money accruing or becoming due to the 
United States, shall be collected in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States; and from and after the 
thirty-first day of December, in each of the years 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two, and one thousand eight 
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hundred and forty-three, respectively, an additional 
sixth part of all such duties, taxes, sales of public 
lands, debis, and sums of money, shall be so col- 
lected; and that from and after the thirty-first day of 
December, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-three, all sums accruing, or becoming 
payable to the United States, for duties, taxes, sales 
of public lands, or other debts, and also all sums 
due for postages, or otherwise, to the General Post 
Oitice Department, shall be paid in gold and silver 
only, or in Treasury notes, or other evidences of 
debt, issued under the authority of the United 
States, as may be directed to be received by law in 
payment of the public dues. 

Sec. Qh. nd be it further enacted, That, from 
and after the thirty-first day of December, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-three, 
every officer or agent engaged in making disburse- 
ments on account ef the United States, or of the 
General Post Oifice, shall make all payments in 
gold and silver coin only, or in Treasury notes, 
or other evidences of debt, issued under the autho- 
rity of the United States, as may be directed to be 
received by law; and any receiving or disbursing 
officer, or agent, who shall neglect, evade, or vio- 
late, the provisions of this and the last preceding 
section of this act, shall be dismissed the service, 
and shall forfeit all compensation then due to him. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue and publish regulations to enforce the speedy 
presentation of all Government drafts for payment 
at the place where payable, and to prescribe the 
time, according tothe different distances of the de- 
positaries from the seat of Government, within 
which all drafts upon them, respectively, shall be 
presented for payment; and, in default of such pre- 
sentation, to direct any other mode, and place of 
payment which he may deem proper. 

Sec. 23. 4nd be u further enacted, That the pub- 
lic receivers directed by this act to be appointed, 
shall receive, respectively, the following salaries, 
per annum, to be paid quarter yearly, at the Trea- 
sury of the United States, to wit: the public receiver 
at New York shall be paid asalary of four thousand 
dollars per annum; the public receiver at Boston 
shall be paid a salary of three thousand dollars 
per annum; the public receiver at Charleston shall 
be paid a salary of three thousand dollars per an- 
num, and the public receiver at St. Louis shall 
be paid a salary of two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars perannum; and neither of said officers shall 
be permitted to charge any person having business 
with his office, or receive from him any commis- 
sion, pay, or perquisite, for any official service, of 
any character or description whatsoever; such 
charge or receipt being hereby declared to be a 
misdemeanor, for which the officer convicted there- 
of, before any court of the United States of compe- 
tent jurisdicuon, shall be subject to punishment by 
fine, or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of 
the court before which the offence’ shall be tried. 

Src. 24. And be it further enacted, That until 
the offices, vaults, and safes are constructed in the 
Treasury buiiding at Washington, and in the cus- 
tom-houses at Boston and New York, for the safe- 
keep ng of the public archives and the public mo- 
ney, which buildings are now in the progress of con- 
struction, the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized to contract with any bank, corporation, 
or individual, for the use of a vault and safe for 
the safe-keeping of the public money at each of 
the places aloresaid: Provided, That secure arrange- 
ments cannot be made i the office of the Treasurer 
and in the custom-houses at Boston and New 
York for the safe-keeping of the public money. 

Sec. 25. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to 
provide at every custom-house and land office 
where they may be required, and are are not al- 
ready provided with them, sufficient and secure 
safes or fire-proof vaults and safes as he may deem 
expedient, for the preservation of the public 
archives andthe safe-keeping of the public moneys, 
and that the sum of ten thousand dollars be, and 
the same is hereby appropriated out of any unap- 
propriated money in the Treasury, to defray any 
expenses in constructing or procuring the same — 

Sec. 26. .dnd be it further enacted, That as assis- 
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tants in discharging the duties of the seven special 
depositaries established by this act, the Secretary of 
the Treasury is hereby authorized to appoint two 
clerks for the office of the Treasurer at Washing- 
ton, two for the office of the Public Receiver at 
New York, and one for each of the depositarics at 
Boston, Philadelphia, Charleston, New Orleans, 
and St. Louis, at salaries not exceeding two thou 
sand dollars per annum, payable quarterly. 

Suc. 27. And be it further enacted, Thatall acts 
or parts of acts, which come in conflict with the 
provisions of this act be, and the same are hereby 
repealed. 

Mr. SERGEANT said he deemed it proper to 
state that, on agreeing to this report, there was a 
division in the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
the minority would probably present their views in 
a counter report; but this had been read so recently, 
that there had not been sufficient time as yet to 
prepare a response to it. It was, however, under- 
stood that the minority would make a counter re- 
port, and bring it in as soon as possible. 

Mr, SERGEANT reported a bill for the relief 
of Robinson and Co. in behalf of the Newcastle 
and Frenchtown Turnpike Company. 

Mr. HAYNES made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Joseph W. Page. 

Mr. RENCHER reported a bill for the relief of 
Jehn P. Rogers. 

Mr. McKIM made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Asa Armington. 

Mr. A'‘THERTON reported a proposed amend- 
ment to the bill for the adjustment of the accounts 
of certain public officers, which was committed to 
the same Committee of the Whole which had 
charge of the bill. 

Mr. POPE reported Senate bill making appro- 
priations to complete certain military roads in the 
State of Arkansas, with a recommendation that it 
do not pass. 

COMMERCE. 

Mr. PHILLIPS reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, for the relief of the owners of the brig 
Despatch and cargo. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. BOON reported a bill to grant additional 
compensation to the assistant surveyors of public 
lands in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. HARRISON reported a bill for the relief of 
Enoch Watson. 

Mr. CHAPMAN reported a bill to authorize the 
sale of the public lands in half of quarter and 
quarter sections. 

Mr. YELL reported a bill granting the right of 
pre-emption to the commissioners of Paulding 
county, in Ohio, for a site for the public buildings 
of said county. 

Alse, a bill for the relief of James L. Corkeran, of 
Arkansas. 

Mr. Y. moved that the Committee on the Public 
Lands be discharged from the turther consideration 
of the petitions of James S. Stokes and Henry Sto- 
tri, and the same were referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY reported Senate bill for 
the relief of the steamboat company of Nantucket, 
witha recommendation that it do not pass. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. JENIFER reported a bill providing for a 
free bridge across the Eastern Branch of the Poto- 
mac river, in the city of Washington. 

Mr. J. also made a report on the report of the 
corporation of Alexandria, on destroying the due 
bills of that corporation, which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. J. also reported an amendment to the rules 
viving the District Attorney of the District of Co- 
lumbia access to the privileged seats of the Hall 
of the House, and moved that it be considered 
now, but it was objected to, and the motion lies 
over. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD reported a bill for the relief 


of the legal representatives of Dr. Absalom Baird, 
deceased. 

Mr. CRAIG reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill for the relief of the heirs of Nathan Peters 
and William Adam, deceased. 


FOREIGN APFAIRS. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Aaron Vail, de- 
ceased, late Consul at L’Orient. 

Mr. CUSHING reported a bill for the relief of 
John A. Smith. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Charles 8S. Walsh. 

Mr. HOFFMAN reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, for the relief of the owners of the ship 
Alleghany, and their legal representatives. 

NEUTRALITY BILL. 

Mr. HOWARD reported the bill, as amended by 
the Senate, in relation to the laws of neutrality, 
with a recommendation that all the amendments be 
concurred in, except the third, which they recom- 
mended be disagreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to amend the amendment 
limiting the operation of the billto “two” years, 
by substitating ‘‘ four; which, after a few remarks 
from Mr. A. and Messrs. MASON of Ohio, HOW- 
ARD, and TILLINGHAST, was disagreed to. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio then moved tostrike out the 
words ‘‘ and no longer,” and insert the words “‘ and 
until the end of the then next session of Congress;” 
which amendment was disagreed to. 

The amendmentof the Senaté was then agreed to. 

The third and Jast amendment was then taken 
up, the object of which was to prevent the trade of 
arms by land between this and conterminons coun- 
tries; and, after a few words by Messrs. PATTON 
and CUSHING, the amendment was disagreed to. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Several bills from the Senate were read a first 
and second time, and referred to appropriate com- 
mittees, 

The bill giving the assent of Congress to an 
amendatory act of the General Assembly of the 
State of Virginia, incorporating the Falmouth and 
Alexandria Railroad Company, was read the third 
time and passed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the follow- 
ing communications: 

1. From the Secretary of the Navy a report of 
the estimates of the cost of the proposed improve- 
ments of the navy yard at Pensacola; and also of 
the expense of constructing the marine barracks at 
Pensacola. 

On motion of Mr. INGHAM, referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

2. From the Secretary of War, a report in rela- 
tion to the defences of the Atlantic seaboard, on 
the North and Eastern frontier of the United States, 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of CAMBRELENG, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Casry in the Chair, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the “bill making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of Government, for the year 1838.” 

The several clauses having been gone through, 
and some additional items agreed to, on motion of 
Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

Mr. C. moved an additional clause of $4,694,000 
for the service of the Post Office Department for 
the year 1838. 

Mr. BELL objected to this amendment, on the 
ground of its not being sufficiently specific. He 
contended that the appropriations for this Depart- 
ment eught to be as specific as appropriations for 
any of the other Departments. 

Mr. ADAMS concurred with the gentleman from 
Tennessee. He was surprised to see such an 
amendment as this introduced to an appropriation 
bill. You might as well make an approprtation 
of $4,694,000 for the expenses of the Post Office 
Department, as to introduce such specifications as 
those contained in the amendment of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. You 
might as well make this whole bill consist of but 
two lines, making an appropriation of twenty or 
thirty millions of dollars for the public service, as 
to introduce such an amendment as this. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said that the opinions ex- 
pressed by the gentlemen from Massachusetts and 
‘Tennessee were precisely the opinions of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means; and if the gentleman 


from Massachusetts had had his accustomed memo- 
ry on this occasion, he would have recollected that 
this very appropriation, in its present form, was 
voted for at the last session by himself. The Post 
Office Department had remained unregulated for 
forty years by Congress, and it was not until Jast 
year that it was required that the moneys arising 
from postages had been placed in the Treasury, 
and in consequence of this it became necessary that 
this appropriation should be made, so that the Post. 
master General shall be enabled to carry on the 
business of that office. Mr. C. concluded by mor- 
ing an amendment to the amendment of the com- 
mittee making the appropriation specific. 

Mr. CONNOR replied to the remarks ef the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, showing the great 
difficulty of making specifications with regard to 
the appropriations for the service of the department, 
like those of the other departments of the Govern- 
ment, going into particulars to illustrate his views. 

Mr. ADAMS briefly replied to the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. CaMBreLENG,) expressing 
himself as satisfied with the amendment last offered 
by the gentleman for the present; but he hoped, that 
hereafter this appropriation might be made still 
more specific. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana was happy that 
the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee, and 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, had drawn the 
amendment pending from the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means. He thought if 
there was any appropriation which should be spe- 
cific, this appropriation ought to be, because, in his 
opinion, the Postmaster General had too extensive 
powers vested in him. Mr. G. addressed the 
House at some length, referring to the course ot 
that department in a variety of cases, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY stated that the estimate 
for this branch of the public service had been 
made as specific as it was possible to make them, 
considering the nature of that service, where 
changes were constantly taking place in the mode 
of carrying the mail, in putting on new routes, &c. 
Mr. M. then enumerated the items as follows: 
Transportation of the mails” - - $3,400,000 


Compensation of postmasters - - 935,000 
Ship, steamboat, and way letters - 31,000 
Wrapping paper - - - 20,000 
Office furniture - . - 6,000 
Advertising - - - - 25,000 
Mail bags - - - - 40,000 
Blanks - - - - 36,000 
Mail locks and keys and stamps - 9,000 
Mail depredations and special agents - 12,000 
Clerks for offices - ~ + 140,000 
Miscellaneous - - - 40,000 

$4,694,000 


In reference to the present head of that Depart- 
ment, Mr. M. said it would be impossible to tind 
any man, of any party, who could conduct the 
affairs of that laborious and important office with 
more diligence, fidelity, or ability, than did the 
present Postmaster General. 

Mr. McKAY referred to the Postmaster Gene- 
ral’s report, showing that therein every item of 
estimate was specifically set forth. 


Mr. REED complained of the large amount 
paid to newspapers for advertising, and of the 
omnipotence of the Postmaster General in adver- 
tising in what papers he thinks fit, and of paying 
therefor what he pleases. Some country papers, he 
said, received as much for advertising, as half the 
value of the papers themselves. He wished this 
matter regulated, and te have some report on the 
subject; and he asked the chairman of the Post 
Office committee for information on these topics. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY presumed the gentleman 
could get all the information he desired by acall 
on the department. 

Mr. REED said he had made repeated calls, 
publicly and privately, without effect. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY replied, that a response 
to the gentleman’s call would have been made 
earlier, but for the illness of the Postmaster Gene- 
ral, and that a general answer would be given (o 
all the calls upon him, as soon as practicable, in- 
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cleding several made by the committee of which 
Mr. M. was chairman. 

The amendment was then agreed to, and the 
clause as amended was also agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional 
item for reprinting the annual accounts of the ex- 

venditures, &c. $9,000, and put in a letter from 
Mr. Smith, the Register, and an estimate from Mr. 
Nourse, from which it appeared that only one copy 
of that valuable and important document now ex- 
isted. 

After a few words from Messrs. CAMBRE- 
LENG and ADAMS, it was disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an item of $2000 
for repairing the Marine Hospital at Charleston; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved an additional sec- 
tion, authorizing the same compensation to be 
given to the custom-house officers for 1838, accord- 
ing to the importations of their respective ports, as 
they would have received if the Compromise act 
had not passed, limiting its operation to the passage 
of a bill now before the Flouse. 

After a few words from Messrs. CAMBRE- 
LENG, REED, BELL, CUSHMAN, and PHIL- 
LIPS, as to whether the bill regulating the pay and 
duties of custom-house officers would pass, Mr. 
CAMBRELENG believing it would not, the other gen 
tlemen expressing a hope and a belief that it would, 

On motion of Mr. REED, 

The committee rose and reported, without taking 
the question. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The amendments were all ordered to be printed; 
and then, 

On motion, 

Tue House adjourned. 








IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, March 6, 1838. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of the Milwaukee and 
Rock river canal company, and remarked that previous to his 
moving its, a reference to the appropriate committee, as the pe- 
tition was of considerable importance to the public, and the pe- 
tiuoners, he begged leave to give a short statement of its con- 
tents. 

The petitioners say that the Legislative Assembly of Wiccon- 
sin Territory have incorporated a company for the purpose of 
constructing a canal from Lake Michigan, & Milwaukie, to 
Rock river, whereby a navigable communication will be 
effected between the lakes and the Mississippi. The charter 
empowers the Company to ask of the General Government, on 
behalfof the Territory, such aid as may be deemed proper anid 
expedient, and provides that whatever aid shall be so granted, 
my accrue to the benefit of the State after its organization. It 
also provides that the said State, at any time after its organiza- 
tion, without any other limitation of time than its own plea- 
sure, may take possession of the works constructed by the com- 
pany, lacluding the canal and all its appendent privileges, b 
refunding the amount, and interest, by hen expended in such 
coustruction, aside from any appropriation which may be made 
by the Government; thus securing to the State all the benefits 
arising from such appropriation, as effectually as ifmade to the 
State after its organization, 

The memorial now presented, comes from the company thus 
incorporated, and asks for an appropriation in lands similar to 
une grants made to the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Lilinois, to 
aid in their respective works which pass through the public 
lands, to be placed at the disposal of the Territorial Legisla- 
— and the proceeds to be applied to the construction of the 
cannl. 

The memorialists further say that the canal line from Mil- 
waukie to Rock river, lies entirely within lands owned by the 
Government, with the exception of from two to three miles at 
the eastern termination at Milwaukie; and should Congress con- 
sider this work of sufficient importance and public utility to 
justify such a grant in its aid as is solicited, it will be apparent 
that, in order to secure the full benefit of the grant, both as re- 
gards the Governinent in the sale of the alternate sections, and 
as regards the Territory in the value of the grant, and the execn- 
tion of the work, it should be made before a sale of the public 
lands through which it passes shall take place. 

The memorial presents a brief view and description of the 
country, and of the objects of general interest to be promoted by 
the proposed work. ‘The memorialists may be regarded in the 
light of an agency of the future State of Wisconsin, rather than 
a company possessing valuable and permanent privileges, 
which might secure to them the control of the transit com- 
merce, and the manufacturing power created by, and connected 
with the canal. Their agency is of sucha nature, asto promote 
the public interest by the early completion of the canal, and to 
ceas? whenever the political organization of the local Govere- 
ment will admit, and the public interest demand. 

The memorialists say that it cannot be doubted but that the 
contemplated canal is a work of very high importance gene- 
rally, as well aslocally. It not only formsa connection between 
the Mississippi and the Lakes, at important points, but opens 
the lead mine region to a direct communication with the Lakes; 
thus giving additional value to that important branch of the 
domestic production of the country, by giving to it, not only a 
choice of market, but free access to all the markets of the 
country. 

The memorialis's further say, that the connection here can be 
eflected in less time, and at less expense, than at either of the- 
great points in Ohio, Indiana, and Mlinois, and by it, equally im- 
portant objects effected. The length of the canal is 52 miles, 
the amount of lockage 380 feet; and the line in general is repre: 
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sented to be of the most favorable character, The estimated 
expense, by an experienced engineer, of well-established repu- 
tation, varies a fraction from $500,000 

The memorialists say, that considering the feasibility of the 
work, and the important objects to be attained by it; considering 
the state of the country, its rapid settlements, its valuable pro- 
ductions, and its want of facilities for internal trade and inter- 
course, a reasonable hope is indulged that Congress will 
the subject that atiention to which it is entitled by 
and their favorable actiou upon the memorial of t! 
by granting saidalternate sections of the public lar 
granted to Ohio, Indiana, and Mlinoi 

Mr. WHITE presente ithe petition ¢ f Hannah Smi h, pray: 
ing Compensation for a horse lost during the Florida wat: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. W. likewise presented the petition of William Weede- 
man, Which, upon his motion, was referred to the same com- 
tiittee, 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he rose to present to the Senate a 
joint resolution of the Genera! Assembly of the State of Incia 
Na, instructing her Senators, and requesting her Representa 
tives, to use their best endeavors to procure the passage of a 
law providing that notes ofall the State banks that may redeem 
their notes in specie, on demand. shall be received in Payment 
for the public lands = Mr. 8. said he was very happy to find 
that his colleague and himself were not mistaken in supposing, 
at the extra session, that such was the opimion of their State 
He fully concurred with the Legislature on this particular 
point. He had already given his views at large on the whole 
subject, and he would not detain the Senate at this time further 
than to say that it would afford him great pleasure to act in obe 
dience to the instructions, in aid of the object of the resolution. 
The resolution spoke of public lands alone. He went the whole. 
He would apply its principles to all Government dues, as em- 
braced by the amendment of the Senator from Virginia to the 
Sub-Treasury bill, and he would, as he had before stated, go 
for that amendment as the only probable plan to carry into ef- 
fect the principle, at present submitted, or likely to be submit- 
ted to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. 8. the resolution was laid upon the table, 
and erdered to be printed 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
ported a bill authorizing the Secretary of State to dispense 
with so 
Congress to be recorded in books prepared for that purpose 

Mr. WHITE, from the Ceminittee on Indian Affairs, report- 
ed bills for the reliefof Capt. William Williams, accompanied 
by a report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Also, for the relief of the heirs of Lieut. John Cropper, ac 

companied by a report; which was also ordered to be printed 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which has been referred the bill to prevent duelling in’ the 
Diswict of Columbia, reported the same with sundry amend- 
ments. 

Mr. C. moved to make the bill the special order of the day 
for Monday next. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama objected that it should be made the 
special order onthatday. There were other matters of im 

portance which he thought should claim precedence. He felt 
no dispesition to give the bill the go-by, but was averse to 
yielding ita preference over matters in which his constituents 
Were interested 

Mr.CLAYTON replied, that he had been instructed by the 
committee te make it the order of the day for Monday next. 
There were other subjects which had been mae the special or- 
der of the day for that time, and he presumed no difficulty 
would grow out of it, as the subjects having precedence would 
of necessity be taken up. 

Mr. KING was also of opinion that no difficulty or delay 
to other business would grow out of making it the special 
order, 

The bill was then made the special order of the day for 
Monday next. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Public 
reported a bill to create a new land district 
Mississippi; which was read, and ordered to a second reading 
Mr. W. from the same committee, aske! to be discharged 
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Missouri, in relation to an academy of science in St 
which was concurred in. 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, moved to 


. Louis; 


Joseph Fletcher, and that he have leave to withdraw his papers 
Also, to be dischorged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Elias Davis, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, fiom the further consideration of (the 
liam Eaton. 

Which were severally concurred in. 

Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution: 

Reso’ved, That the Secretary of the Treasury and the Posrt- 
master General be instructed to communicate to the Senate 
any correspondence between their respective departments and 
the Metropolis bank in this city, and any facts in their posses- 
sion, touching the conduct of said bank as a depository and 
fiscal agent, and particularly in relation to the conduct of said 
bank, if such has been the fact, in attempting to retain public 
moneys depo sited with it in satisfaction of pretended claims, 
which had not been approved and allowed by any competent 
authority. 

Mr. WEBSTER suggested that it take the usual course, and 
lie over one day, to which Mr. N1iies assented. 

Mr. NICHOLAS su!mitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquere into the expediency of making and appropriation for 
the erection of a licht-house at the southwest pass of the Mis- 
sissippi river. 

The following bills were severally read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the reliefof Peter Bargy and for other purposes; 

A bill creating an additional land office in Michigan. 

The Senate then resumed in Committee of the Whole, the 
consideration ofthe bill to establish a Surveyor General's Of 
fice in Mlinois 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to strike out the salary of $2,000, as 
created by the bill, and insert $1,200. On this motion some 
debate insued, in which Messrs. WALKER, YOUNG, ROBIN- 
SON, and CLAY of Alabama, severally advocated the sum 
originally proposed. On this question the yeas and nays were 
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demanded; when there appeared for the motion QW), against it 

18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Critten 
den, Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Niles, Pierce, Prentisa, Robbins, 
Swift of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Strange, Swift, Tipton, Webster, and White— 20. 

NAYS—Measrs. Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lion, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Robinson, Sevier, Trouer, Walker, Wall, Wright and Young 
18 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he thought it betier that the bil! 
e laid on the table for the present, and made a motion to that 
eilect. 

Ou this motion, Mr. WALKER asked for the ayes and noes, 
when there appeared, for the motion against n 15, aa 
tollows 

Y EAS— Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crit 

wen, Cuthbert, Hubbard, King, Kaoight, Lumpkin, Merrick, 

Morris, Niles, Prenuss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Se 
vier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Strange, Switt, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White, and 
Wright—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
Linn, Lyon, Mlouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, and Young—15 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The Independent Treasury bill was then taken up, when 

Mr. NORVELL rose and addressed the Senate for upwards 
oftwo hours in favor of the bill. When Mr. Norveun cenclud 
ed there were cries of “question!” “question! 

Mr. TALLMADGE said the Senate was not full enough at 

that time to take the question Gn so imporiant a matter; he 
would therefore move to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill until to-merrow. 
Mr. WRIGHT said as there were other gentlemen that in- 
tended to address the Senate in favor of the substitute offered 
by the Senator from Virginia, he would not object to its being 
assed over mmtormally for the present. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had been waiting for some time 
fora proper period to move (in obedience to the instructions 
from the Legislature of his State.) to postpone the bill until the 
next session of Congres Mr. B. thought the plesent occasios 
would afford the best opportunity for doing se, though his coi 
league was of opinion that the time had arrived several days 
ago. Mr. B. said he should now move that the bill be post 
poned accordingly, on Which motion he should ask the yeas 
and nays, with the understanding that the question be taken 
prior to the vote on the Substitute 
The bill was then infoOrmally passed over 
The bill fromthe House of Representatives giving the assent 
of Covgress to the act of the Legislature of Virginia to amend 
the act incorporating the Falmouth and Alexandria Railroad 
Company, was twice read and referred. 

Mr. WALKER then moved to take up the Dill to create a 
surveyor general’s office in Llinots 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky opposed the motion, intimating hia 
infention, when prepared, to oppose the bill. There was, he 
said, a constant tending to an increase of Executive patronage 
in land offices, land surveyors, etc. which it was high ume to 
check 

The question was taken on Mr. CLay’s motion, and carried 

nvyes 2 
The bill to amend the judicial system of the United States 
was taken up and discussed at some length, and finally, on mo 
tion of Mr. WEBSTER, laid o: the table 

NEUTRALITY BILL. 

The Neutrality bi! was then taken up: when 

Mr. BUCHANAN said that since the frontier Neutrality bill 
came into the Senate, with the disagreement of the House to tts 
third amendmen’, he had had a conversation with all tae mem 
hers of the Committee on Poreign Relations, and they were of 
opinion that this amendment contained a principle of such im 
portance that itoeught to be insisted on. He would therefore 
move that the bill be taken up, and that the Senate do insist on 
the amendment, and ask a conference with the House 

‘hie motion was agreed to. 

The Senate then went into the cor 
business, and svon after adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, March 7, (838. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to present two memorials from 
certain citizens of Massachusetts on the subject of the late duel, 
with a view to refer them to the select committee raised on the 
su'rect 

Objection being made, 

Mr. A. moved a suspension ef the rule, and asked for the 
yeas and nays, but the call was refused; and on dividing the 
House twice no quorum voted, when 

Mr. PATTON renewed the cal! for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered, and were—yeas 86, naye 55. 

So the rules were not suspended ‘ 

Mr. CHAMBERS then rose, and said he had a promise to 
redeem by moving that the daily hour of meeting be 10 o’clock, 
a. m. 

TRERITORILS. 

Mr. BRONSON reported Senate bill. with sundry amend 
ments, to authorize the President of the United States to cause 
the southern boundary line of the Territory of Wisconsin to be 
designated and marked. ‘ 


REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief of Matthew 
Wiley. 

Mr. M. also reported against the petiticns of Hugh Davi», 
John Von Dyke, and Elizabeth Nicholls 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, 

The Committee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
from the petition of Patsy Johnson, and it was referred to the 
Committee ofthe Whole. 

Also, the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions was dis 
charged from the petitions of Mary Harrison and Elizabeth 
White, and they were referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims 

INVALID PENSIONS 

Mr. TAYLOR reported a bill granting a pension to Stephen 
Appleby 

Also, a bill for the relief of Dr. Sylvester Nash. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, reported a bill for the relief of Levi 
Tolimans. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Bimeon Knight 
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Mr. McCLELLAN reported a bill for the relief of Coffin 
Sanborn. 
Mr. PLUMER reported a bill for the relief of William Slone 
Also, a bill for the relief of Wilfred Knott 
Mr. MALLORY reported a bill tor the relief of Moses Eldred 
Also, a bill for the relief of William R. Inglis 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUND® 
Mr. LINCOLN reported a joint resolutio 
Commissioner of Public Buildings to cause the removal of the 
walls of the late Post Office building; which, on his motion, 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
ubsequent @tage, read a third time and puiser ! 
SELECT COMMITTER ON THE FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS 
Mr. BELL reported back the bill to secure the 
clections, stating that it had been so amended as to 
i part of the preamble. 
WAYS AND MEANS 
Mr. CAMBRELENG moved tha 
ed from the further considerauon of a communication trom the 
War Department wking fortwo additional clerks, and that the 
ame be referred to the Committee on Military Aflaire 
Mr. ©. aiso moved a discharge from a similar communica. 
tion from the Navy Department, and that it be referred 
(lommittee on Naval Affaire; which was avreed to 
NEUTRALITY BILL 
\ Message was received from the Senate, stating that that 
bhaly insisted on their third amendment disagreed to by the 
House, and axked a committee of conference outhe disagree ing 
vote of the two Houses 
Mr. HOWARD moved that the House insist on ite disacree 
ent, and appoint a committee of three on its partto meet the 
mamittee appointed on the part of the Renate; which was 
reed to 


authorizing the 


tolay, and, ata 


freedom of 
strike out 


that committee be discharg 


to the 


CLAIMS 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio reported a bill for the relief of 
he securities of H. 1H. B. Hays, late pestinaster at Claiborne, 
Alabama. 

COMMERCE, 

Mr. CURTIS reported a resolution directing, in addition to 
the one thousand extra copies alre ady ordered, 3.000 addiuonal 
copies of the chartand report of Cape Cod and Provincetown 
harbors, 2000f which are to be fdeposited at the Navy Depart- 
ment for ite use, and200 in the library of Congress for 
keeping, which was considered and agreed to 

JUDICIARY 
reported Senate bill, 
of holding the circuit 
in the seventh circuit: which wa 
! uid subsequently read a third time 

PRIVATE 


Mr. CORWIN 


change the time® 


mtate 


with amendments, to 
of the United 
wdered to athird read 
ind passed 


courts 


LAND CLAIM 


Mr. HARLAN reported abill to extend the time for selling 
the lands granted to the Deaf and Dumb Assvium of Ken- 
tucky, [to two years further,}| which was ordered te a third read 





ing, and read the third time and passed 

Mr. CHEATHAM teported a bill for the relief of Paul Pot 
ot Also, a bill for the relief of J, Eloi Rachal 

Mr. LEADBETTER reported a bill for the relief of Henry 


Stoker, William G, Belknap, and Ber 

AGRICULTURE 
Mr RANDOLPII reported a bill in addition to the act to pro 
progress of the useful arts, a other purposes, 
approved July 1, N36 


On motion of Mr. R 


cuments 


jamin Watker 


rhole the 1 for 


5,000 extra copies of the report and do 
accompanying the bill were ordered to be printed 
PORT OF BALTIMORE 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked leave to take up and consider the 
hill to continue in force an act, therein mentioned, relating to 
he port of Baltimore,’ explaining that the act expired on the 
ith of March: which was agreed to, and the House went into 
Committee of the Whole on the ate of the Union, Mr. 
LINCOLN in the Chair, and took up said bill 

Mr. ©. orve ily explamed the object ot the bill, and of the ori- 
vinal bills of 1791, 1800, 1814, Is22, and Iss, of which this was 
a coniinuation for five years 

Mr. REED opposed the bill, as involving the principle of 
levying special duties for individual cites, aod if the harbor 
wanted improvement, let it be done by direct appropriation, 


and net coerce the city of Balumore to levy extra duties upon 
its tonnage for that purpose 

tr. HOWARD wade his acknowledgments to the gentlemar 
rom Maasachusctts for his concern forthe tnteres ot Balu 
more, but he gave the gentleman his assurance that tie passage 
of this bill was desired by that city, and both himself and his 
honorable colleague bh received undry letiers from the 
Mavor and others of Baltimore to that eflect, showing it wa 
he general desire of t} minunity 

On motion of Mr. UH. the committee then rose and reported 
he bill to the House, aud it was read a third Ume and passed 

CIVIL Lisi’ BILI 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House then resolved 
iteelf into a Coramiuttee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. CASEY in the Chair, and resumed the consideration of the 
“bill making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex 


penses of Government for the year Is 

rhe question pending was on the 1 wing amendment, to 

ome inasan additional sec » sul 1 yesterday by Mr. 
C AMBRELEN( 

Sec.2. And be ti Si rther enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he ts hereby, authorized to pay to the 
collectors, deputy collectors, naval office irveyors, and their 
respe tive Clerks, together W th the weigher gaugera, mea- 
surers, and markers, of the several ports of the United States, 
outof any money in the Treasury no erwise appropri 
ated, such sums as will give to th aid offices espectively, 
the same Compensation in the year one thousan:! eight hun 
dred ‘and thirty-eight, accerding to the importations of that 
year, as they would have been entitled receive, if the 
act of the fourteenth of July, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-two, had wot gone into effect: Provided, That po 
officer shall receive, under this act, a greater annual salary oy 


compensation than was pa d to such officer for the vear one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-tw 
shall the compensation of any other 

uaval officers, surveyors, and clerks, whether by salaries, fees 
the sum of fifteen hundred dollars each 
per annum; norshall the union of any two or more of those 
offices it person, entitle him to receive more than that 
sum perannum: Provided, further, That the said coll-ctors, 
ival officers, and surveyors, shall render an account quarterly 
the Tyeastry, and the other officers herein named or ie 
red to shall render an account quarterly 


; and that in no case 
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collectors of the customs were they are employed, to be 
2rwarded to the Treasury, of all the fees and emoluments 
whateverby them respectively received, and ofall expenses in- 
cidental to the respective offices; which accounts shall be ren- 
dered on oath or affirmation, and shall be in such form and sup- 
ported by such proofs, to be prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, as will, in his judgment, best enforce the provisions 
ofthis section, and show its operation and effect: Provided, 
also, That, in the event of any act being passed by Congress, 
at the present session, to regulate and fix salaries or compensa- 
tion of the respective officers of the customs, then this section 
shall operate and extend to the time such act goes into effect, 
andno longer: Provided, howerer, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be authorized to extend to the collectors at such 
other por’s where a surplus of emoluments have been account- 
ed for and paid intothe Treasury inthe year eighteen hundred 
and thirty-two, the privilege granted to the collector of New 
York, to take effect from the first day of January last 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That the money arising 
from the sale ofthe old furniture in the President’s house shall 
be applied te the purchase of new furniture for the same. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the unexpended 
balances of appropriations for compensation to the clerks in 
the offices of the surveyors general of public lands be, and the 

ime are’hereby, appropriated, in addition to the sumsappro- 
priated by this act, for the same purpore. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike out the last proviso of 
the first section of the above amendment. 

Mr. ROBERTSON objected to this amendment, on the 
‘round that this was conferring a special favor upon this col- 
lector. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that the collectors had here- 
tofore been in the habit of making a distribution ofa certain sur- 
plus fund in their hands, asa part of the salaries of their clerks. 
In the instance which this proviso was intended to remedy, the 
money had been paid into the Treasury; and consequently, it 
was necessary, in the last appropriation, that this provision 
shou'd be inserted, to enable these clerks to obtain their pay. He 
himselfthought the practice was an improper one, and hoped 
the salaries of these clerks would hereafter be paid like the 
salaries of all other clerks under the Government. 

Mr. ROBERTSON thought, then, that the proper course 
would be for the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to bring in a proposition to regulate the pay of these 
officers, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that it was unnecessary to in- 
troduce a proposition to regulate the pay of these officers, as 
there was a bill before the Committee on Commerce for this 
ve ry purpose 

Mr. REED said he had a few remarks to make, but there was 
no House here to make them to 

The CHAIR then appointed tellers to count the House, when 
it was found that there but seventy two members in their seats: 
no quorum, 

The committee then rose and reported that fact to the House- 

Mr. McKAY then moveda call of the House, which was or- 
dered, and the roll nearly called through ; when, 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Virginia, the call was dis- 
pensed with, and the House again went into Committee of the 
Whole. 

The motion to strike out the proviso was then agreed to. 

Mr. REED was opposed to the amendment, because he con- 
sidesed that it would operate to the benefit of the officers at New 
York, and some other of the large ports, and be an injury to 
those at other places. 

Mr. MALLORY supported the amendment of Mr. Camsre- 
LENG, and expressed himeselfas being opposed to the passage of 
the bill reported by the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PETRIKEN considered that there was a great abuse ex- 
isting in relation to these custom-house officers, and the abuse 
originated in Congress, and net with the Executive. 

During the period of the high tariff system, when perhaps 
they had heavier duties to perform, they got their numbers in- 
creased, and salaries fixed at a high rate, and have continued to 
enjoy those high salaries ever since, although many of them 
performed but little service to the country. In fact, in some of 
the large cities, some of these offices were mere sinecures; and 
this "he considered was a matter which the House ought to re- 
medy. Inthe city of Philadelphia, some of these officers re- 
ceive some six or seven thousand dollarsa year,and have no- 
thine todo themselves but walk about with theit hands in their 
pockets, other persons doing all the work. There was a host of 
these officers throughout the country, and he trusted Congress 
would take up the matter, and act upon it with a view to cor 
rect the evil existing 

We have heard a great deal about corruption in the Execu- 
tive departments, and all that sort of thing, in this House, but 
here was achance fer gentlemen to correct abuses; and he 


hoped they would improve the opportunity, and walk up to the 
work, and correct existing evils. He wonld meet gentlemen on 


this question, and give them all the aid in his power, if they 
would go with him in this matter. He should vote against this 
amendment, and in so doing, he hoped he would be enabled to 
vore upon the bill reported by the Committee on Commerce be- 
fore the close of the present session. 

Mr. CUSHMAN replied to the remarks made by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. MALtory) and stated that the Com- 
mittee on Commerce had examined the subject of the salanes 
of these officers, an’? he had no doubt that justice would be 
done to them al! in this bil! 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina opposed the amend- 
ment, because he considered if it was adopted it would have a 
tendency to prevent the passage of the bill reported from the 
Committee on Commerce to regulate the salaries of these offi- 
cers. He was anxious to see that bill passed, so that we might 
know what we were giving these officers for their services, as 
it seemed to him that we did notnow know what we were deing 
with respect to these officers. He trusted this amendment 
would not prevail. 

Mr. McKIMexpressed his opinion that the bill to regulate 
the compensation of custom-house officers, or some measure to 
that effect. should be passed; but, in view of the difficulty that 
had invariably occurred in calling it up, for years past, he 
could barely anticipate it, and it was on that ground that the 
Committee of Ways and Means had reported the amendment 
now under consideration. If the amendment wos not concurred 
in, and the bill should not be reached, what would be the effect? 
Why, that the custom-house officers would be in danger of re- 
ceiving no pay atall 

In reference to what had fallen from the gentlemen from Massa 
chasetts and N. Carolina, he thought they labored under a mis- 


that none of the officers of that city had ever received more 
than they ought. If any officer, be he stationed where he might, 
did so, Mr. McKim would be for instantly having him turned 
out 

Mr. PETRIKEN mentioned some cases at Philadelphia, 
where the chief officer hired others to do the duty at as cheap a 
rate as possible, while he walked about at his Icisure, with his 
hands in his pockets, doing no duty, and drew the whole salary, 
appropriating the difference to his individual profit. — 

Mr. McKIM did not stand there as the apologist of any 
officers; and all he would say to the gentleman was, that if they 
were guilty of such tricks in Philadelphia, they were unknown 


may be united. Buteven then it appeared they received Jess 
than a were allowed, for each was authorized to receive 
$1500, whereas, when the two were united, they only received 
$2,600. The gentleman from North Carolina was especially 
apprehensive that they did not know what they were abeu( 
Turn to the “Blue Book” and they could see the compensa. 
tion paid to every officer of the Government for years. There 
was no difficulty whatever on that subject. , 

Now, with respect to the amount of compensation proposed 
by this amendment, and that contemplated by the bill referred 
to, Mr McK. had given the subject some consideration, and he 
had no hesitation in expressing his belief, that the later pro. 
vided a much greater remunetation than the former. 

The gentlemen from Massachusetts had also fallen into 
another error. The gentleman had stated that the collectors in 
the larger ports, such as New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
&c. received, m addition to their other compensation, a com. 
mission upon the amount of duties and importations in the 
form of a certain per centage, thereby augmenting their salaries 
to more than they were entitled to. That was an obvious mis. 
take; for, whatever they received above a certain sum, they 
were bound, by law to pay into the Treasury. 

Fox instance, the collector of New York could not receive more 
than about $4,400 per annum, the one at Philadelphia about 
$4,000 he believed, and the one at Baltimore the same. Ajj 
they derived over that was paid into the Treasury; but it was 
within his own knowledge that, for many years past, the salary 
of the collector at Baltimore h 


ad tallen within the compensa- 
tion allowed to him. 


take in saying that many of the officers received more than they 
were entitled to by law. It could not possibly be so; and he 
had turned to the “Blue Boek,” which demonstrated no such 
fact,except where the two characters of weigher and gauger 

He would venture, unhesitatingly, to add, 


in Baltimore. : Pe 

In conclusion, though he had affirmed his belief that the 
bill reported by the Committee on Commerce to regulate the 
pay of custom-house officers increased the salaries, yet he 
wished some measure passed for the permanent regulation of 
the subject, but he saw little chance of its being reached at the 
present session. He hoped it would, for it ought, as all salaries 
should be fixed by law. ; 

Mr. REED read from the Blue Book an instance of the 
weigher and gauger of Boston receiving more than $2,000, and 
said this was one instance of more than $1,500 being received, 
although the gentleman from Maryland had said that these offi- 
cers could not receive more than $1,500. 

Mr. McKIM explained that the weigher received by law 
$1,500, and the guager $1,500; and if the people of Boston uni- 
ted these offices, he had enly to say that they did not do so in 
Baluumore. 

Mr. REED opposed the amendment, because, he contended, 
it would provide for but a few cases, and it would do great in- 
justice tomany others. He intended, hereafter, to offer a reso- 
lution, calling on the Department for information in relation to 
these salaries, and then he hoped the House would be enabled 
to act upon the subject understandingly. 

Mr. PHILLIPS contended that the whole system wascorrupt, 
and needed to be reformed throughout, and he hoped the House 
would take up the subject and act upon it, and make such re- 
forms as was necessary. He was opposed to the Committee of 
Ways and Means interfering with this subject. The matter be- 
longed exclusively to the Committee on Commerce; that com- 
mittee had paid a great deal of attention to it, and he had no 
doubt but they would do it all the justice which was required. 
He considered that we had arrived at a crisis in our financial 
affairs, and if we were to have a certain measure—the Sub 
Treasury system forced upon us, and have the whole standard 
of value reduced, it was time that a reduction should be made 
iu all the salaries of public officers. If we were to have a pres- 
sure in the country, it was proper that the officers of the Go- 
vernment should tee! it as well as the rest of the community. 
He thought it was time enough to pass this amendmeni at the 
eleventh hour, ifit was necessary to do so. 
amendment would not prevail. 

Mr. LEGARE replied to the remarks of Mr. Puituips, and 
contended that the salaries of these officers ought not to be re- 
duced. He referred to the price of provisions in Charleston, 
and contended that it would be impossible for the customs 
officers to live upon less salaries than they now received. He 
considered that the best economy was to give these officers pro- 
pel salaries. ; : 

Mr. REED replied to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
and stated that he was in favor of equalizing the salaries ol 
those officers. Some of them received but five or six hundred 
dollars, and they were the officers who did the most work, 
while others received three or four thousand dollars and per- 
formed but little service. He was in favor of equalization, and 
hoped the bill for that purpose would be taken up and acted 
upon at the present session. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG had hoped that this bill would not ex- 
cite much discussion. With regard to the amendment under 
consideration, he was instructed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to make the amendment, because it was the opinion 
of that committee, that the bill introduced by the Committee 
on Commerce would not be passed at this session, in conse 
quence of the discussion which it was expected would arise 
upon it. It was necessary that this amendment should be 
adopted, so that the custom-house officers in some of the smaller 
yorts might receive the salaries which they ought to receive. 
fit was not passed, some of your custom-house officers would 
not receive sufficient to support them, With regard to the 
custom-house officers of New York, it made no difference at all 
to them, because they would receive their maximum salary 
without it, but :t would be different with the officers at Salem, 
Massachusetts, Charleston, Norfolk, and some other places. 
He trusted the amendment would be a 

After some remarks by Messrs. JO 
ADAMS, 

Mr. BRIGGS raised the point whether this amendment was 


He trusted the 


ed to, 
SON of Louisiana, and 
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